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Theſe Sheets diſplay the Turns in Humane Life, 
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The ſullen Husband, and the gay Gallant : 

I With every Toy that claims the Female Care, 

i And all the Fubles of the Rich and Fur. 
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LOFE is all SHA Es: 
OR, THE 


CAMPAIGNS of CUPID. 


| {CARDO was a Gentleman of 
a very ancient Family, and had 
an Eſtate of fifteen hundred 
per Annum in one of the moſt 
pleaſant Counties in Expland, 


whoſe Repreſentative in Parlia- 


ment he was for thirty Years ſucceſſively. 


His Lady was nobly deſcended, and one of 
the moſt accompliſhed Women of her Time. 
He was good-natur'd to a Fault, and the De- 
light he took in rural Sports made him neg- 
le& the more neceſſary Improvements ofthe 
Mind. The Learning he had acquired in his 
Youth was intirely forgot, the Hound and 
the Bottle were his darling Amuſements ; 
yet, during the Life of his Wife, he bore an 
unblemiſhed Character: Indolence was 1 

Only 


Sy 
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(4) 
only Fault his greateſt Enemy could charge 
him with: but ſoon after her Deceaſe, the 
Scene was alter'd, and Ricardo at fifty. five 
turned Debauchee. She left him two Sons, 
the eldeſt then not twenty we will call Gar- 
cia, and the other about four Years younger 
Henrich, and one Daughter not eight Years 
old, S:lvia. Theſe dear Pledges of their mu— 
tual Love,one would have imagined, claim- 
ed his greateſt Care: he was indeed tender. 
ly fond of them all, but it was the preſent 
too faſhionable Fondneſs; he inſtantly ſent 
for the young Gentlemen home, who were 
then in th2 midſt of their Travels for Im- 
provement under the Care of a pious and 
learn2d Tutor: the careful Mother had given 
them a Vaiverſlity - Education, and made 
choice of him to train them up in the Paths 
of Religion and Virtue. The Letters found 
them at Rome, and they accordingly prepar- 
ed to retura with the utmoſt Expedition to 
comfort their Father after ſo great a Loſs. 
Soon after their Arrival the Tutor was diſmiſ- 
ſed, they muſt neither travel, nor ſtudy 
more; he could not bear them out of his 
Sight: Garcia, who was fond of Learning, 
though he would not contradict his Father, 
reſolved to preſerve to himſelf the Con- 
verſat ion of his Tutor; and forming an Ex- 
cuſe to get to London, ſoon found out the 
good Man, and boarded him at a Friend's 
Houſe, generouſly allowing him a hundred 
Pounds a Year out of three which had been 
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left to himſelf by a Relation, when he was 
but an Infant; Henrick's Lemper was very 
different, he hated Learning, and rejoiced 
at being delivered from a Tutor whoſe Pre- 
ſence kept him inawe, he was the Father's 
Favourite, and ſhared in all his Pleaſures ;_ 
Garcia delpited their Diverſions, Bowling- 
green Meetings, Hunting, and October were 
his Averſion, an Aſſembly ot downright 
Country ' Squires was a Plague he could not 
bear, he would ſteal out of the Company 
and lock himielf up in his Study, The Father 
uled his utmoſt Endeavour to alter his Hu- 
mour, but finding it impoſſible, at laſt left 
off teizing him. The young Gentleman cired 
with the Sight of their Irregularities, ſpent 

molt of his Time in Town with his Tutor. 
In the Interim, Fortune who delights in 
favouring the Worthleſs, was pleaſed to 
{mile on Henrich, who by the Death of a 
near Relation of his Mother, came into an 
Eſtate of eight thouſand per Aunum, though 
the younger Son, which was left him for 
the ſake of his Name only. This unexpeo- 
ted Acquiſition made them launch into the 
greateſt Degrees of Extravagance; the fine 
old Seat, which in the good Lady's Days 
had been remarkable for the Sobriety ot the 
Family, and Chriſtian Hoſpitality to the 

_ diſtrefled,. was now become a Receptacle 
for all the Riots, Youths of Faſhion that 
pleaſed to come; Gaming. Drinking, and 
Obſcenity, were as familiar there as 5 A 
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Brothel: nor could a Country Wench live as 
Servant a Week, without being ruined ; 
Garcia came down to congratulate his Bro- 
ther on this Occaſion, but it being near ten 
a Clock before he got to the Houſe, he 
found not one Creature in it ſober enough 
to give an Anſwer, The Sight ſnhock'd him 
prodigiouſly, for it was with great Difficulty 
that, with the help of his own Servant, his 
Father who lay dead drunk under the Table 
was carried to Bed, his Brother and the reſt 
of the Company, which were fifteen in 
Number. he left to lye in the fame Condi. 
on all Night: The next Day he took an 
Opportunity to talk to his Brother alone, 


and mildly remonſtrated to him the Scandal 


which ſuch a way of living would bring upon 
the Family; that it would deſtroy his own 
Health, and inevitably be the Death of 
their Father who was in Years, and conclud- 
ed with ſay ing, he would return to London. 
Immediately his Brother fell a laughing, 
and begged he would mind his Books; aſſur- 
ing him he was, and always intended to be 
the ſole Judge of his own Actions. | 
Young Silvia had been with her Father's 
Siſter from the Time of her Mother's Death, 
a Lady of great Piety; who, having no 
Children of her own, intended to make the 
Girl her Heir: yet no ſooner did Miſs hear 
of her Brother Henrichs good Fortune, but 
ſhe wrote him Word, that unleſs he ſent her 
home ſhe ſhould die. Her Aunt was old 


and 
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and peeviſh, and treated her with ſo much 
Severity, that if he did not take Fity on her 
ſhe would run away to prevent her Heart 
being broke. This inconſiſtent Letter, in 
which there was not one Word of Truth, 
prevailed; and, notwithſtanding all the 
Arguments Garcia uſed to the contrary, Miſs 
was fetch'd away, and before ſhe was ten 
Years old, conſtituted Miſtreſs of herſelf, 
and her hopetul Family; Garcia dreaded the 
Conſequence, but well knowing it was out 
of his Power to prevent it, uſed his beſt 
endeavours to improve her Mind: he read 
her Lectures continually in praiſe of Virtue, 
told her it was the only Thing that could 
render a Woman truly valuable, that Beauty 
without it, only ſerved to make the wretch- 
ed Owner more remarkably infamous; and 
that ſince 1t was her Misfortune to loſe her 
excellent Mother, and be expoled to ſo 
much Company at her tender Age, ſhe 
muſt with the greateſt earneſtneſs devote her 
ſelf to the Duties of Religion, and beg of 
God to enable her to diſcharge every part 
of Life appointed for her with Honour. The 
young Lady heard him attentively, and pro- 
miſed to obſerve his Inſtructions; he deſired 
ſhe would read no Books but what he ſent 
her, and that ſhe would write to him con- 
ſtantly twice a Week for whatever ſhe want - 
ed, and tell him the true State of her Heart ; 
aſſuring her, that ſhe ſhould always find in 
him an affectionat e Brother, She renewed 
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her Promiſes with Tears, adding, that ſhe 
would never conceal a Thought from him; 
ſo taking a tender Leave ot his Father, and 
a very cold one of Henricł he returned to 
London. Miſs was very punQtual to her 
Word for ſome Years, and Garcia had the 
Pleaiure whenever he came down to ſtay a 
Day or two, which was only for her Sake : 
that ſhe improved in all the ornamental 
Parts of Education, ſhe wrote a fine Hand, 
and very correctly, piay?d well on the Spin- 
net, and ſung to Admiration. She com- 
plained to him of their manner of Lite, and 
ſaid the vaſt Concourſe of Viſitors were fo 
great, that ſhe could not have the Sarisfac- 
tion to eat with her Father once in a Month; 
that having no Body of Faſhion to converſe 
with, ſhe was forced to divert herſelf at the 
neighbouring Farm- Houſes, and expreſſed a 
concern for having left her Aunt. Garcia 
glad of any excuſe to get her under his own 
Eye, obtained his Father's Leave to take her 


with him to London; the Houſe where he 


lodged was kept by an antient Gentlewo- 
man, whoſe Diſcretion and Politeneſs he 
thought would be a worthy Pattern for S1- 
via: to her Care therefore he committed 
her, and this Lady, whom we will call Maria, 
took indefatigablePains to have her inſtructed 
in every thing ſuitable to her Birth: he in- 
troduced her to the Acquaintance of ſeveral 
young Ladies of Quality, imagining, that 
being accuſtomed to gentee] Company, 


would 
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| (9) 
would take off her natural Ruſticity, but it 
had not the leaſt Effect upon her; the bold 
aukward Forwardneſs of a Country Romp 
ſtill appeared in all ſhe {aid and did. It was 


to no purpoſe to talk to her, tor ſhe ſeldom _ 


went out without playing ſome Trick to put 
poor Maria to the Bluſh, and took great 


Delight in making Miſchief where-ever ſhe 


came; her Stories were ſure to be believed, 
becauſe no- body {ſuſpected ſhe was capable 


of forming a Deſign, At this rate ſhe went 


on till by one of her Inventions, ſhe had 
like to have cauſed a Separation between a 
Gentleman and his Wife. This alarmed Ma- 
ria ſo much that ſhe reſolved to vacquaint 
Garcia with it, as likewiſe with the unac- 
countable Liberties ſhe gave herlelf in Mens 


Company. Soon as he came in ſhe began, 


and begged the Favour of him to let S1via 
return home, or diſpoſe of her ſome other 
way, ſince, to her great Affliction, ſhe found 
if ſhe continued longer there it would be of 
fatal C onſequence. He was ſurprized to hear 
her talk in {ſuch a Manner, and deſired to 


know the Reaſons, which ſhe readily gave 


him, and particularly the Affair of the Gen- 
tleman and his Wife: He promiſed to ſend 
her into the Country the next Day, but beg- 
ed ſhe might be called and charged before 
him. She owned ſhe had told the Story to 
the Lady; but added, ſhe thought no harm, 
becauſe Maria was the Perſon who told it to 


her. This was ſuch a Maſter-piece of Impu- 
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(10) 
dence in ſo young a Creature, that Maria 
was unable to ſpeak for a conſiderable Time; 
but at laſt Paſſion made her forget theReſpect 
ſhe had hitherto paid her, and callꝰd up all the 


Servants in the Houſe to witneſs againſt 


her, who roundly charged her with Things 
too groſs to be repeated here. All this did 
not daſh Miſs, ſhe proteſted her Innocence, 
and called her Maid, a Girl of her own Age, 
who had been brought up with her fromher 
Infancy, to prove that ſhe was by when 
Maria told the Story. The Wench aver'd it 
with as much Aſſurance as the Miſtreſs had 
done before; the fond Brother believed *em, 
and reſented it ſo much, that though he 
did not leave the Houle, Maria and he did 
not exchange a Word in a twelve Month af- 
ter: however, Miſs and her Maid were diſ- 
patched home in a Coach and Six next 
Morning, and joyfully received by her Fa- 


ther and Henrick. 


She was now near Thirteen, and began 
to think of a Husband; they indulged her in 
every Thing, ſhe was no longer kept above 


Stairs, but graced the Upper-end of the Ta- 


ble every Day, though they were generally 


a dozen Gentlemen, and never a Woman 


befide herſelf, She would go a Hunting, 
and to Cock-matches with them, drink her 
Glaſs. freely, and burit out double Enten- 
dre's, till ſhe became the Jeſt of all the 
Country: yet the vaſt Entertainments which 
were conſtantly made there induced the 

neigh- 


-- 
x : 8 q te a 2 ES. <> wes 1 1 8 
PPP bc 


1 e b e eye I e 


— . 
r 


= Aa * 
r n 8 
ISP * e 
r 


No 


„ 
neighbouring Ladies, whoſe Husbands, Fa- 
thers, and Brothers were ſeldom from the 
Houle to pay their Viſits to Silvia. Cha- 
rinus, a Gentleman of TWO Thouſand a 
Year, was prevailed on by Ricardo. to bring 
his only Siſter Charina to paſs part of the 
Summer with his. Daughter. Charinus was 
a Batchelor, and in a deep Conſumption; 
this Invitation was' made with a Delign to 
bring on a Match between the Lady and 
Garcia, ſhe was about Five and Twenty, ve- 
ry genteel, and every way agreeable. but 
no great Beauty. Ricardo propoſed it to his 
Son, who anſwered coldly, that the Lady 
had much Merit; but begged to be excuſed, 
ſince he had not any Inclination to marry. 
The old Gentleman told him with a deep 
Sigh, he mult either reſolve to marry Qari- 
na, or ſee him intirely ruined ; fince, to his 
Shame, he muſt confeſs that Extravigance, 
and want of Thought, had involved him fo 
deeply, there was no other way lefr to re- 


trieve it. The Eſtate, continued he, I have 


mortgaged for Eight Thouſand Pounds, and 
my Creditors. grow impatient. Her Grief 
ſtop'd his Words, till the dutiful Son promi- 
led to do whatever he commanded. Garcia 


had the fineſt Face I ever faw, but was ex- 


treamly fat, and of a melancholy peeviſh 
Temper. This account, you may be tute, af- 
flicted him, tho? he would not ſay ſo to his 


Father, it was a little unreaſonable to ſacrifice 


his Peace for their Folly, and an A& of great 
| In- 
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Injuſtice with regard to the poor Lady: how- 
ever, Hopes of ſo large a Fortune ſoon re- 
moved all Scruples, and Garcia made it his 
whole Study to pleaſe Charina; all the Fami- 
ly joined to engage both the Brother and 
Siſter, and in a few Months the Wedding 
Was celebrated with great Rejoicings, 


Twelve Thouſand Pounds was paid down, 


and the Brother promiſed to ſettle his whole 
Eſtate upon the firſt Son ; the Manſion 
Houſe was part of Charina's Jointure, and it 
was agreed to be quitted entirely to the 
young Couple in two Months after the 


Marriage, becauſe Charinas ſaid, Relations 


living together often created Diſputes; and 
that rime being near expired he took his 
Leave, intending to ſpend the Remainder 
of the Summer at a Houſe of his own forty 
Miles farther. 

Poor Charina ſhed many Tears at parting 
with him, and ſtood drown'd in Sorrow, 
till his Chariot was quite out of Sight; up- 
on which Silvia very pertly told her, ſhe 
was ſorry to find the Preſence of her Huſ- 
band was not able to comfort her for the 
Abſence of a Brother. Henrick reproved her 
for the Speech ; and to do him Juſtice, al- 
ways behaved with great Civility to his 
Brother's Wife; Garcia never opened his 
Lips, but went into the Garden with his 
Father and Siſter, Henrich vex'd at their Be- 
haviour, and willing to do any thing to pre- 
vent her taking Notice on't, begged = 
| WOU 
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would permit him to attend her to a Fair, 
which was kept that Day at a great Town 
within three Miles, to divert her Melan- 
cholly ; ſhe excuſed her going by ſaying ſhe 
was ill, and would try to ſleep a little: fo 
retiring to her Chamber, Herrick went out 
without ſpeaking to the reſt, who never ſo 
much as enquired after her till Supper was 
over; and then Silvia opening the Curtains 
told her, that before ſhe came there, that 
was the Bed where ſhe always lay herſelf, 

: and that ſhe could not be eaſy in any other; 
that Garcia had promiſed to let her have it 
again, and begged {he would do her the Fa- 
vour to remove to any other Apartment. 
Charing juſtly provoked, deſired her to with- 
draw, and not be altogether fo impertinent, 
adding, that her ſtay in the Houſe could not 
by Agreement exceed a Week ; and ſhe had 
fix'd a Reſolution to be ſole Miſtreſs of a 
Place ſhe had fo dearly paid for. I'll ſoon 
make you know, replies Silvia, I was. Miſ- 
treſs before I ſaw you, and will be fo till, 
! notwithſtanding your boaſted Agreement, ſo 
} Aung out of the Room, raving like a mad 
7 Thing all the way down Stairs. Chariza - 
gueſſed by this beginning what ihe had to 
expect; but was too fond of her ungrateful 
Husband to reſent it as ſhe ought : while 
ſhe lay reflecting what could be the mean- 
ing of Silvias Rudeneſs, her Woman who 
had lived with her Ten Years entered, and 3 
with a Look which LIT the inward \ 
Sor- 
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Sorrow ſhe felt, told her, that Garcia was 
gone to Bed in her Apartment next to the 
Bowling-Green, and deſired ſhe would come 
to him without asking any Queſtions ; ſhe 
arole and went, ordering her Woman to 


follow and undreſs her: he was, or at leaſt 


pretended to be aſleep when ſhe entered, it 


was then near twelye, and fearing to di- 


ſturb him, ſhe forbore to ſpeak. Love in. 
clined her to believe Silvia alone was to 
blame, and that pleaſing Thought lulled her 
to Reſt : but awaking as the Clock ſtruct 
three, ſhe found Garcia was not in Bed ; 
and ſtarting up in the Fright, perceived the 
Door which opened to the Bowling-Green 
wide open, *1is impoſſible to deſcribe the 


Agonies ſhe was in; ſhe imagined that 


Thieves had broke in and murthered him, 
and ſcreamed out for help; and finding no- 


body come to herAſſiſtance, ſhe ſlipp'd on her 


Gown, and got to the Door, but her Strength 


failed; and ſhe fell down in a Swoon, 


in which Condition ſhe was found three 
Hours after by the Dairy-Maid, who ſoon 
awak'd the whole Family. Henrich, whoſe 
Bed-Chamber was directly over it, was the 
firſt who came down; and knowing nothing 


of the Change, was amazed to find Chariza 


there : it was long before they could bring 
her to her Senſes, and the firſt Word ſhe 


{poke was to ask for her dear Husband. The 


Fright they were in had made them entire- 
ly forget him, but now Servants were ſent 
5 + eve- 
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every-where in ſearch of him ; the Brute 
was ſoon found at the Upper-end of a fine 


Walk, ſeated with a cold Fowl, and a Bot- 


tle ot Wine before him, his Man attend- 
ing at a little Diſtance. When he was told 
what had happened to his Lady, he laugh- 
ed, and ſaid it was only the Effects of Ma- 
lice againſt his Siſter; nor could he be per- 
ſwaded to go to her, till Henrick being told 
the whole Affair by Charina's Woman, ob- 
liged him to come, by ſwearing he would 
murther Silvia if he refuſed: when he did 
come he ſhewed not any Concern, nor 
made the leaſt Excule for his Indiſcretion, 
only ſaid, ſhe would in time be better ac- 
quainted with his Humour, and not be 
frightened at his diverting himſelf in a 
Moon-light Night, which was his common 
Cuſtom. Charina reply'd, ſhe ſhould make it 
the Buſineſs of her Life to oblige him, and 
never would oppoſe his Will in any thing, 
only begged her own Apartment might be 
reſtored to her, fince it would be very preju- 
dicial to her Health to lye any more there. 
Garcia ſtood ſilent, but Henrick roundly 
told him it was a Shame to treat a Lady, 
who had brought ſuch a Fortune, after this 
manner: that he would leave the Houſe the 
next Day, and did not doubt but his Father 
would rake Care to remove his Siſter, and 
not put it in her Power to make more Mil- 
chief. In ſhort, the Lady had her Lodgings, 
but Ricardo couid never be brought to 
perform his Promiſe: when Henrict was 

| gone, 
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gone, Silvia made it her whole Buſineſs to 
torment her delerving Siſter- in- Law. She 
had lately got acquainted with a very gay 
Court-Lady ; whole Husband, the younger 
Brother ot a certain Earl, had taken a Huuſe 
within three Miles of Ricardo's: His Wife 
had rendered herſelf the Jeſt of the Town 


more by her Affectation and unaccountable 


Airs than any real Crime; for which Rea- 
ſon he was reſolved to confine her to the 
Country: he was a Man of good Senſe, but 
ol a grave reſerved 'Lemper. Evaaze, tor {0 
we will call her, thought Solitude worſe 
than Death: ſhe had always been accuſ- 
tomed to Noiſe and Hurry.; the Duſt of 
Hyde-Park, and the Italian Squalls at the 
Opera - Houſe, were charming Pleaſures ; 
gaming all Night at a Belle-Aſſemble, or ram- 
bling ro that worſt of Brothels the Maſ- 
querade, were polite Diverſions. She de- 
clared ſhe ſhouid turn melancholly-mad, if 
he obliged her to ſtay the whole Summer ; 


viliting Si/via was all the Relief ſhe had; 


they paſſed every Day together, and oiten 
the Nights, for Evaane hated her Husband, 
and made him the Subject of her Ridicule. 
Silvia took great Pains to copy after this 
fine Pattern; which you may be ture impro- 
ved her much. Charina dilpoled their Com- 
pany, and would keep her Chamber a Week 


rogether to avoid them ; which they at laſt 


reſolved ſhould no longer lcreen her from 
their Impertinence: they followed her even 
| thi- 
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thither, and told her ſhe mult, and ſhould 
live like the reſt of the World, and not 
pretend to ſet up for a Saint at five and 
twenty. It was Pain to tell them ſhe was 
ill, and beg they would not diſturb her; ſuch 
a Speech would ſet Evadnue a laughing. 
Breeding Qualms ! crys ſhe, we mult divert 
you: Pr'ythee Silvia, give us a Song. Thus 
with Singing and Nonſenſe, they teized 
the poor Lady till ſhe fell ill of a violent 
Fever. Garcia with great Indifference let 
it £0 on, till the Country Apothecary told 
him, unleſs the Help of able Phyſicians 
was calld in, there was little Hopes of 
Lite; and even then he ſaid nothing, till his 
Father reminded him of her being with 
Child, and that all her Brother's Eſtate de- 
pended on't. This awaken'd him, the beſt 
Phyſicians were ſent for from London; her 
Woman took Care likewiſe to acquaint 
a Lady, with whom ſhe had been boarded 
ſome Years after the Death of her Mother, 
with her preſent Condition, and cruel U- 
ſage. She had before her Illneſs often wrote 
to the ſame Lady, but never receiving an 
Anſwer, it added to her Grief, little ima- 
ging that Silvia intercepted all her Letters, 
and let none come to her Hands till ſhe 
had firſt read them: her Friend was there 
as ſoon as the Phyſicians, to the great Mor- 
tification of the whole Family. She was a 
Woman of Fortune and Spirit, they thought 
it not ſafe to inſult her, leſt it ſhould come 
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to the Brother's Ear; and yet they dreaded 
her ſtaying till Charing recovered her Senſes, 
Dela ſaw thro? all their forc'd Civilities, 
and feign'd Sorrow; and frankly told them, 
ſhe took Charina to be Miſtreſs of that 
Houſe, and would ſtay, and ſee that due 
Care was taken of her, In a few Days the 
Fever began to abate, and ſhe expreſſed 
great Satisfaction at the Sight of Dela, who 


' The earneſtly begged not to leave her, but 


obſerving Silvia by the Bed-ſide, Madam, 
ſays ſhe, is it not enough that you have 
brought me into this Condition; without 
adding to my Illneſs by your Viſits, the 
Sight of you diſturbs me ſo much, that I 
can never hope to recover unleſs you are 
kept out of my Chamber? Silvia forced a 
malicious Smile, and was a going to reply, 
but Dela without farther Ceremony put her 
out of the Room; fired with Reſentment 
at this Ulage, ſhe flew to her Father and 
Garcia like anenraged Fury; but they told her 
this was a very improper Time to make 
Diſputes, and deſired ſhe would moderate 
her Paſſion, and not go near arina till 
ſhe was perfectly recovered. „ 

Henrich hearing of her Illneſs, came to 
{ze her; ſhe was now able to fit up a little: 
after the firſt Ceremonies were over, ſhe re- 


counted all that had paſſed ; and intreated 


he would ſtay with them ſome time, ſince 
his Preſence would be a check upon Szlvia, 
and prevent her playing any more Tricks: 


ſhe 
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ſhe gave him a true Character of Evadne; 
and added, ſhe was afraid ſuch Company 
would be of ill Conſequence to his Siſter. He 
never ſeen this had Lady, and from what 


he heard, could form but a very indifferent 


Idea of her; however, he perſuaded Charing 
to be reconciled to Silvia, provided he 
brought her to ask Pardon, and promiſe A- 
mendment. It will be very pleaſing to your 
Husband, ſays he, and conduce to your own 
Peace; you need not permit her to diſturb 
you in your Apartment, nor ſee any of her 
Viſitors : all I ask is; that you would fit 
at Table with her as uſual, and ſpeak to her 
in common, without any Signs of Anger. 
Dela thought he was in the right, and Cha- 
rina agreed with ſome Difficulty; Silvia 
was brought to her Penitentials, and every 
thing ſeemed eaſy: but this young Lady's 
Tongue and Heart were utter Strangers to 


one another, while ſhe ſpoke the Language 
of Reſpect and Love, her Thoughts were 


wholly bent upon Revenge. Henrich was a 
general Admirer of the Fair, every Com- 
plect ion, Size, and Age, had a Charm for 
him. It was impoſſible to be in the ſame 
Houſe with fo fine a Woman as Dela, with- 
out making her an Offer of his Heart. She 
was a Widow of about five and thirty, of a 
graceful Perſon, good Senſe, and every way 
agreeable ; her only Child, a Girl of ſeven 
Years old, had Ten Thouſand Pounds left 
by her Father, The Lad y LR weng | 

D 2 0 


(20) 
of Eight Hundred Pounds a Year at her own 
Dilpoſal. Henrich propoſed it to his Father 
and Brother, who ſcem'd to think it a tole- 
rable Match, conſidering the intangled 


State of their Affairs. This new Scheme 
made all the Family of a ſudden grow ex- 


treamly complaiſant. Henrick was continu- 


ally in the Apartment of his Siſter-in-Law, 


and daily contriving new Diverſions for the 
Ladies, who ſoon found out the Deſign, and 
laugh'd by themſelves at their Folly. Dela 
was too good a Mot her to think of a ſecond 


Marriage; and had {he not, the ill Succeſs 


of her Friend was ſufficient to deter her 
from an Engagement of that ſort with the 
Brother: yet they thought it adviſeable not 
to give him an abſolute Denial, till CHarina 


came to Town; but all their Meaſures were 


broke by an Accident which obliged Dela to 
return to London. She had not been gone 
two Days before Silvia reported all the 
Country round, that ſhe had catched the 
fine Widow upon the Bed with her Brother, 


and that was the Cauſe of her going away ſo 


haſtily. It came at laſt to the Ears of Cha- 
rina, who reſented the Injury very warmly. 
What would ſhe have ſaid, had any Body 
been kind enough to tell her that her Siſter 
aver'd ſhe was great with every Footmanin 
the Houſe; which ridiculous Lie was Sil- 
wvia's common Topick wherever ſhe went. 
The long expected Charinus at laſt arrived, 
and finding his Siſter near her Time, —_—_ 
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fit ſhe ſhould lye-in at London, whither 
the whole Family came together. The firſt 


Viſit Dela paid her ſhe could not torbear 


giving her an Account of Silvia's Buſineſs, 
who, unluckily for her, entered the Room 
at that Inſtant ; Dela's Paſſion was 10 vio- 
lent, that, without any regard to good 
Manners, ſhe flew at her like an enraged 


Tygreſs, tore off her Headcloths, ſcratched 


her Face, and ſtamped her under her Feet, 


till ſhe was dead. Between the Blows and 
the Fright, the Noiſe alarmed all the Houle, 


and Charinus amongſt the reſt, to whom 
ſhe gave the Reaſon in very ſtrong Terms, 
aſſuring him his Siſter's Lite was in Danger 
amongſt them, and repeated the cruel Treat- 
ment they had given her during his Ab- 
lence; this was a Thunder-clap indeed. Ri- 
cardo cried out, that his Daughter was mur- 
thered. Charinas ſaid, if ſhe was not, ſhe 
had not her Deſerts. In ſhor, the obliged *em 
to take her out of the Houſe, and prevailed 
with Dela to ſtay with her Siſter till ſhe was 
brought to Bed. Twas believed the Sur- 
prize was of ſome Prejudice to her; for 
ſhe fell in Labour the next Day, and was zn 


o dangerous a Condition that Dr,.C.—w,s 


{ent for. Garcia and Charinus ſtaid in th e 
next Room; the Doctor deſired to ſpeak 
with Garcia before he delivered her. Charinus 
left them together, and with Tears in his 
Eyes ſtepp'd in to fee his Siſter, whom he 
found ſupported by Dela; and liſtning at the 
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Wainſcot, they beckoned to him to draw 
near, and be ſilent, which he did; and they 
all diſtinctly heard the Doctor ſav, it was, 
he feared, impoſſible to ſave both, and 
Garcia anſwer; be ſure to take Care of the 
Child, the Eſtate depends upon that. Cha- 
rinas could be patient no longer, he called 
Garcia a hundred barbarous Villians, and 
forcing the Doctor into the Room, ſwore, if 
his Siſter did otherwiſe than well, he ſhould 
never live to come out; So fixing himſelf 
with his Sword drawn on the Stair-caſe, he 
never ſ{tir'd till News was brought him that 
ſhe was ſafely delivered of a fine Boy. The 
Child died on the fifth Day, but nothing 
could ever induce the Lady to pardon Gar- 
cia; ſo a ſeparate Maintenance was agreed 
on, and ſhe went once more to live with 
Dela. Thus Silvia's Revenge was fully ac- 
compliſhed, but the Wretch found a time to 
repent 1t heartily ; for, in a few Years Gar- 
cia died of Fat and the Hip, Charinus ſoon 
followed him to the other World, and left 
his Sitter all his Eſtate both real and per- 
ſonal. | ; 
But to return to Silvia, who boaſted 
publickly, that ſhe had at laſt obtained her 
Deſire, and parted her Brother and his 
Wife. *Tis eaſy to gueſs what Opinion her 
Hearers muſt have of ſuch a Proceeding ; 
but that gave her no Diſturbance, She was 
again Miſtreſs of the Houſe, and had no- bo- 


dy to controul her, Exadne and ſhe might, 


act 
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act as they pleaſed. About this time a 
young Lady came by Invitation to paſs 
ſome Months with Evadne, we will call her 
Penelope. She was Daughter to my Lady 
who had three, and all were perfect 
Beauties, though of different Complections; 
Penn was extreamly fair, her Features and 
Shape were exact to a Wonder: There was 
indeed a certain Softneſs in her Eyes, that 
ſpoke her by no means a Wit; yet ſhe did 
not want a tolerable ſhare of Senſe, and 
talked but little, being cautious of her Im- 
perfection that way: they had no more 
than two thouſand Pounds a-piece, a For- 
tune no way ſuitable to their Drels, and 
manner of Living. The Mother had carried 
them to the Bath, Tunbridge, and both the 


Univerſities, as the proper Markets for 


Beauties; which indiſcreet Management 
had cauſed much Talk, and give Mrs. Penn 
great Uneaſineſs. Evadnue brought the fair 
Lady to viſit Silvia, who ſoon uſed to ſay 
it was a Pleaſure to look at her ſhe was to 
exquilitively handſome, ſhe was ſo laviſh in 
her Praiſes where-ever ſhe went, that ſhe 
created a Curiolity 1n all her Acquaintance 
to fee this Wonder. Her Kindneſs made 
Mrs. Penn appear not half fo beautitul in 
their Eyes; as ſhe really was their Expecta- 
tions were raiſed to ſuch a pitch, that Venus 
herſelf would ſcarce have came vp to the 
Idea they had formed. Silvia was fo impa- 
tient to Enow their Opinion of her Fayous 
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(24) 
rite, that ſhe took an Opportunity to whil- 
per them all, The general Anſwer was ſhe is 
a very pretty Picture. Silvia's Friendſhip 


was fatal as her Hatred; the World were ſo 


well acquainted with her Faults, that they 
thought it impoſſible the ſhould love any 
leſs wicked than herſelf, Poor Mrs. Pezx 
indeed was a Stranger to her Character, and 
entertain'd for her a ſincere Eſteem. This 
Harmony continued between them till Sil- 
vids Maid, who had been brought up with 


her from a Child, and as I mentioned be- 


fore, had a Hand in the Miſchiet at Marie's, 
thought fit to break it: the Wench had 
been debauched by Henrict, and Jealouſy 


inclined her to watch him narrowly. She 


ſoon perceived that he was in Love with 
Mrs. Penn, a thing which no-body elle ſuſ- 
pected, and reſolved to alarm her Lady. As 
the Company were walking in the Gardens 
the Day before, Mrs. Penn in pulling out 
herHandkerchiet,unluckily dropp'd a Letter 


of Henrick's, which was taken up by Nan; this 
The carried to Silvia. The Duty I owe your 


Ladyihip, ſays ſhe, forces me, much againſt 
my Inclination, to diſcover to you the 
Cunning and Falſhood of your Friend; Mrs. 
Penelope has certainly a Deſign upon my 
young Maſter, I have feared it a long while, 
but this Letter too plainly ſhews that my 
Fears are true. Silvia read it, and colour- 
ed with Indignation : I ſhall ſpoil her Plot, 
ungrateful Monſter as {he is; our Oy 
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ſhall not be ruined by my Brother's marry- 
ing a handſome Beggar, cries ſhe in a Rage, 
Il tax him with it immediately. If I might 
preſume to adviſe your Ladyſhip, replies 
Nan, I believe it will be beſt to ſhew it to 
my old Maſter, and not take Notice to *em 
that you know any thing of it; you are 
ſenſible he is ſo fond of his Father, that he 
can't bear to ſee him grieve for any thing: 
this will be a much ſurer Method to break. 
it off, than if we are found to have any 
Hand in it. Silvia approved of the Advice, 
and went to give her Fatller an Account of 
this dreadful Misfortune: the old Man 
could not be perſwaded to conceal it a Mi- 
nute; but ſent his Son, and with Tears and 
Curſes raged againſt Penn like a Mad-man, 
{wearing, that: if ſhe ever entered the Houſe 
again, he would Kill her ; and it ſhe did not, 
he would expoſe her for a Strumpet every 
where. Herrick with much Mildnels beg- 
ged he would hear him patiently. You are 
not ſenſible, Sir, ſays he, what a Noiſe the 
Affair of my Brother and his Wife has made 
in the World, and how ſeverely they reflect 
on our Family on that Account; J am reſol- 
ved to behave in a very different Manner: I 
frankly confeſs I do love the Lady you 
mention, and will marry her: if my Sitter 
behaves to her with the leaſt Diſreſpect, I 
will never mord ſee her, or give her one 
Farthing; and if you don't think fit to re- 
ceive her as a Daughter, it ſhall be * 
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Fault if ſhe is not my Wife To-morrow- 
Morning: my Eſtate depends on no-body, 
I have always behaved with the ſtricteſt Du- 
ty to you much to my own Detriment; 


and would be glad you would conſider, and 
not pretend to direct my Choice if I hear 


no more of this, and the Lady is received 
with Tenderneſs and good Manners, I will 
add to Silvia's Fortune five thouſand Pounds, 


and you ſhall always command me in every 


think elſe; if not, I will take a ſure Re- 
venge on all without Diſtinction who ſhall 
dare to affront the Woman I love, I expect 


her here in two Hours, and ſhall from the 


Looks of you and Silvia determine whe- 
ther we are to be Friends or Enemies. Ha- 
ving ſaid this, he left the Room without 
ſtaying for an Anſwer. Ricardo was in ſuch 
an Agony at his Son's Speech, that he 
{wooned ; all the Houſe were gathered about 
him, and Silvia ran and told Henrich their 
Father was dying; who coldly anſwered, 
her Malice had cauſed his Illneſs, and he 
would adviſe her to adminſter a Cure, but 
ſhe could not prevail on him to go with her: 
the old Gentleman was by the help of Smel- 
ling-Bottles ſoon brought to himſelf, and 
told his Daughter what Aexrick had ſaid. 


Nan was preſent, who humbly adviſed **m 


to conceal their Anger, and ſeem. well ſatiſ- 
fed with the Match. This, ſhe ſaid, would 
give them time to conſult on proper Means 
to prevent it ; whereas, it they wy avs 

cal 
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leaſt Oppoſition, it would be concluded in 
a Hurry. They both agreed {he was in the 
Right, and reſolved to appear more fond of 
Mrs. Penn than ever. Nan was lent to de- 
fire H-arick to come to his Father, and to 
aſſure him, that Silvia had perſwaded Ricardo 
to approve his Choice; and that ſhe was 
herſelt rejoiced to think ſhe ſhould have her 
dear Penn for a Siſter- in- Law: he believed 
all ſhe ſaid, becauſe he wiſhed it, and went 
with her. Ricardo received him with open 
Arms, deſired he would forget what was 
paſt, and impute it to the Fondneſs of a 
Parent's being too apt to prefer a large For- 
tune before Merit, but ſaid Salvia, had con- 
vinced him that the Beauty and Virtue of 
Mrs. Penn deſerv'd an Empire; and laughing 
told him; old as he was he would dence 
at the Wedding. He had ſcarce done ſpeak- 
ing before the Ladies entered. Evadns ſaid 
ſhe was half dead with a Fit of the Va- 
pours ; that Brute my Spoule has obliged 
Penn, and I to viſit all his Dogs and Game- 
Cocks; and the provoking Thing, continued 
ſhe, joyn'd with him to teize me: She has 
been admiring them this two Hours. I dare 
{wear ſhe can deſcribe every particular Beau- 
ty which he ſays they have; Lud ! the Noiſe 
will never be out of my Ears: Iamat a loſs 
to determine which are the greateſt Beaſts, 
the Animals, or thoſe that delight in 'em: 
I ſhall certainly grow ſo ruſtick, if I ſtay in 
the Country much longer, that I ſhall beſtar'd 
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at for a Sight when J return to the Circle: 
but our Penn ſeems diſtin'd for a Country- 
J proteſt ſhe ſpends half the 
Day with the Parſon's Wife and my Houſe- 
keeper in learning to preſerve Pickles, and 
make Plague-Water and Salves: I wonder 
ſhe is not aſhamed. The Company {ſmiled at 
this fine Speech, and Herrick told her pret- 


ty roughly, he thought that Fondneſs for 


Animals was a certain ſign of both good 
Senſe, and a Humane Diſpoſition ; that 
Country Amuſements were far more com- 
mendable and innocent than thoſe of a 
Court; and if Mrs. Penn could not boaſt of 
being a modern fine Lady, ſhe ſeemed tru- 
ly qualify'd to make a good Wile, a tender 
Mother, a Chriitian Neighbour, and kind 
Miſtreſs to her Servants ; which, in his Opi- 
nion, were the greateſt Perfections a Wo- 
man ſhould deſire to arrive at. Dear Silvia, 
cry'd ſhe, take me out of the Room; your 
Brother is certainly out of his Wits, or he 
could never talk at this Rate: ſure he has 
lately been converſing with Daniel Burgeſs, 
or he could never talk of Chriſtianity, good 
Mothers and good Wives, I beg Pardon, 
Madam, reply'd Henrich, 1 forgot that your 
Ladyſhip had a fine Son, and lovely Daugh- 
ter, whom you are too polite to regard any 
more than you do your Husband. Filthy ill- 
bred Wretch, anſwered ſhe, you want to af- 
front me; but I ſcorn to take Notice of ſuch 


a Barrel of Ottover : I'll tell this Story, and 


make 
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make you aſhamed to ſhew your Face be- 
fore People of Faſhion, You'll pardon him, 
Madam, ſays Ricardo, when I tell you that 
my Son and this dear Lady, bowing to 
Penn, were upon the point of ſtealing a 
Wedding without acquainting any of us; 
only I chanced to find a Letter which was 
carleſsly dropp'd Yeſterday in the Garden: 
and can you blame him for preaching up the 
Doctrine which beſt ſuits his Temper be— 
fore his intended Spouſe. Herrick trown- 
ed, Evadne look'd contounded, but Miſtreſs 
Penn readily anſwered, what ever Heprick's 
Intentions were, ſhe appealed to him for 
her's, that ſhe had often aſſured him, however 
weak ſhe might have been in liſtening to his 
Addreſſes, that ſhe never would conſent to 
marry him without the Conſent of his Fa- 
ther, and the Approbation of his Siſter, to 
whoſe Friendſhip ſhe owed the greateſt Sin- 
cerity, and moſt plain Dealing ; and called 
on him to anſwer it the Wedding had not 
been over long ſince, if he could have per- 
{waded her to alter this Reſolution. He re- 
ply'd, that what ſhe ſaid was undoubtedly 
true, but could not help ſay ing, that Obſti- 
nacy was the only Fault he ever knew her 
guilty of, Ricardo roſe up, and taking her 
in his Arms, aſſured her, it his Conſent were 
the only thing wanting, his Son need not 
defer the Happineſs of being her's one Mo- 
ment. Silvia, ſaid ſhe, took it a little ill 
that they had not intruſted her with the 
| | Se- 


(30) 


Secret of their Love; but ſhe deſired no- 


thing more than being bleſſed with fo deſer- 


ving a Siſter. Evadze, though ſhe affected 
to rattle, was too well acquainted with the 
Ways of the World to take all this tor 


Truth: She had often adviſed Penn to ha. 


ſten the Match, but could not prevail; tlie 


poor young Lady loved ee and would 


do nothing till ſhe was acquainted. Evadne, 
who knew her better, was poſitively againſt 
her knowing any thing of the Matter till it 
was over; and this ſeeming Kindneſs by no 
means pleaſed her. Heprick's Birth-Day 
was to be kept the Taeſday following with 
great Magnificence, Many People of Quali- 
ty and Faſhion of both Sexes were invited, 
and amongſt the reſt, Lord Marcus and his 
Darling-Niece, a Child at that time ſcarce 
eleven Years old. Herrick preſented Mrs. 
Penn with a Sett of Jewels of great Value be- 
fore them all, to appear in on that Day; 
which ſhe, after what had paſſed, accepted 
without any Ceremony, to the inward Mor- 
tification of Ricardo and Silvia, Evadne, 
who was upon the Watch, eaſily perceived 
their Uneaſineſs, though the Evening was 

ſpent with a great deal of feeming Mirth. 
Herrick waited on them home, to whom 
Evaane told her Sentiments freely, adding, 
that he knew his Siſter's Temper, and that 
this wonderous Calm, portended a Storm. 
He reply*d, the beſt way to prevent it was 
to be married that Night at their Pariſh- 
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Church : but, all they could both ſay would 
not prevail with Penn ſhe had ſuch chimeri- 
cal Noti.ns of Honour and Friendſhip that 
ſhe forgot her on real Intereſt, little ima- 
gining it was loſing the laſt Opportunity ſhe 
would ever have; and would coſt her much 
Sorrow and Repentance for the Remainer 
of her Lite. 

The Freparat ions for this Day were the 
moſt extravagant I ever ſaw, the fineſt Voi- 
ces from the Opera Houſe, and the beſt Hands 
for all forts ot Muſick were ſent for from 
London. In ſhort, the Entertainment could 
not poſſibiy colt leſs than a Thouſand Pounds; 
a vaſt Expence for a Family over-run 
with Debt to be guilty of: the Country 
Ladies ſtrove who ſhould make the fineſt 


She ; on this Occaſion, Silvia appeared in 


a rich Brocade of Yellow-Silver, deck'd 
with all the Jewels ſhe was Miſtreſs of: 
She was low of Stature, very brown, and 
ſo extreamly fat, that J really think ſhe was 
thicker over the Shoulders, than ſhe was 
tall; her Features were tolerable, her Eyes 
large and fine: yet the Oddneſs of her Shape, 
joyn'd tothe Thickneſs of her Clothes, made 
her look like a moving Quagmine. Mrs. 
Penn was dreſſed in a Suit of plain Roſe-co- 
loured Sattin; her natural Modeſty, and in- 
nocent Air, charmed every Body. Lord 
Marrus's little Niece out-ſhone all the Com- 
pany; the modeſt Baggage had on a Cap of 
black Lace, her Hair was curPd, and hung 

| down 
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down her Back, ty*d in Locks with Strings 
of Diamonds, her Clothes were White Vel- 
vet trim'd with an open Silver-Lace, but 
ſo {tuck out with Jewels, that a very good 
Judge in ſuch Things computed that ſhe 
had as many about her as were worth Fifty 
thouſand Pounds: the Girl was too much 
like her reputed Father to be a Beauty ; her 
Eyes like his were large, and lo piercing, it 
was impoſſible to look at them a Moment: 
She had an unaccountable Sternels in every 
Feature; ſhe was finely ſhap'd, gen:ele, and 
altogether very agrecable : but the manner 
in which {he had been brought up from her 
Infancy, and the Notion ſhe had entertain- 
cd of the Greatneſs of her Birth, made her 
regard every Body as inferior to her. The 


fond Uncle indulged her in all her Wiſhes; at | 


eight Years old ſhe governed his Family 
without Controul, kept her Days and re- 
ceived Viſits from Ladies of the firſt Qua- 
lity young and old: She behaved with much 
Gravity; but, being born in Holland ſhe re- 
tained a ſtrong Tincture of her Country, 
and had a ſtrange Averſion to Ceremony, 
always ſpeaking whatever ſhe thought, not 
caring who it offended. I have heard her 
lay Things which have put a Room full of 
Company in Corftefion; and when {he had 
done, with a haughty Smile, ſay ſhe won- 
dered how People durſt be guilty of Foibles 
they were aſhamed to have repeated. I 
have dwelt longer on the Character of this 

young 
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young Lady than I at firſt intended, being 
obliged to mention her again in this Work 
on a very particular Occaſion. 

Ricardo was, by his Wite, diſtantly related 
to Lord Marcas, and took a great deal of 
Pains to let the Company know that this 
ſhining Lady was his Couſin. She was treat- 
ed with as much Reſpect as her Vanity 
could deſire; the Country-Ladies thought 
themſelves highly honoured, when {ſhe 
vouchſaf'd to ſpeak to them: the late Duke 
of R —— was there, a Man natural! 
haughty, her Pride provoked him, and he 
was reſolved to give her ſome Mortification. 
I have, ſays he, an undoubted Right to a 
Share of your Lady ſhip's Favour ; fince, as I 
take it, we are nearly ally*d in Blood. Lord 
Marcus frown'd at the Speech, but the young 
Lady readily reply'd, Your Grace is cer- 
tainly miſtaken ; becauſe the World well 
knows the Virtue of your Mother was ſo 
manifeſt, and her Conlcience fo ſcrupulous, 
that ſhe would not have ventured to {wear 
who was your real Father; but Merry King 
C s like a kind Keeper owned you: 
be contented with that, my Lord, without 
prerending to be related to me; or I proteſt, 
J will inſtantly give the Company the Hit- 
tory of your Mother's Amours, and the 
grateful Return ſhe made that Prince at laſt 
tor his Fondneſs, or rather Folly : for tho? 
he has been dead ſo many Years before m 
Birth, yet J have had a very full Account 
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from People of Honour who lived in thoſe 
Times; What a dexterous Hand ſhe had 


at finiſhing. She ended her good-natur'd _ 
Speech with a loud Laugh, in which all the 


Company joyn'd ; the Noiſe was ſo great 


that no-body could hear his Anſwer ; but he 
flung out of the Room, ordered his Chariot 


to be got ready, and was gone before Ri- 
cardo ſo much as miſſed him. 

Supper being ended, the Ball began, 
which was opened by Herrick and his Cou- 
ſin; Ricardo had placed himſelf by Lord Mar- 
cus, knowing how to pleaſe the fond Uncle. 
My Lord, in return, was pleaſed to ſay, he 
thought Herrick a very deſerving young 
Gentleman; and that he merited the beſt 
Fortune in the Kingdom. It your Lady ſhip 
is in earneſt, reply*d Ricardo, we {ſhould be 
truly happy, for then you would permit 
him to ſigh at the Feet of your lovely Niece. 
My Niece, reply'd my Lord, is as yet but 
a Child, or J aſſure you. I would lay my 
Commands on her to receive his Addreſſes: 
I never deſign to marry her to a Nobleman, 
it was the laſt Deſire of her Father, that T 
ſhould not. Let us ceaſe this Diſcourſe, con- 
tinued he, ſince it would be unreaſonable to 
expect that Henrich ſhould wait for a Wife, 


till ſhe is marriageable, cry*d Ricardo in an 


Ecſtacy of Joy, yet this ten Years: Pl] engage, 
if your Lord ſhip thinks fit. Well ſays my 
Lord, it will be time enough to rene this 
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to go thro? Jacob's Talk. The People who 
were molt concerned little dreamed of what 
was in Agitation, though Henrick was ac- 
cording to his wonted Fickleneſs, ſo much 
taken up with this imperious Child, that he 
ſcarce took Notice of Mrs. Penn. Evadne 
oblerved his Coldneſs, and took an Occafi- 
on to ſpeak to her of it; but ſhe reply'd, it 
was meer Caprice to be angry at his paying 
a Reſpe& which was due to her Quality ; 
and begged ſhe would forbear to conjure up 
Phantoms to diſturb her Peace. Be as care- 
leſs as you will, ſays Evadze, but I am much 
miltaken if you don't repent your not ta- 
king my Advice laſt Night, You are ſincere- 
ly in Love with the Creature, and I am ſor- 
ry for it; if ever he gives you another Op- 
portunity, and you neglect it, believe me, 
you'll loſe him. While they were talking, 
the French Dances were finiſhed, and Ricardo 
came to take Mrs. Penn for his Partner at 
Country Dances. My Lord made Choice of 
his Couſin Silvia, but he pay'd dearly for it 
before they had done; for by that time they 


had danc'd half an Hour, jumping about 


had put her into ſuch a Sweat, that ſhe 
ſmelt ſtrong enough to choak every Body 
that came near her, which ſo much offended 
his Lordſhip's Niceity, that he counterfeit- 
ed an Indiſpoſition, and went into the 
Garden for Air: the Ball being over, the 
Tralians ſung till Day-light appeared, when 
the Company were conducted into the Sum- 

1 mer- 


(36) 
mer-Houſe, and regaiPd with Chocolate, 
Tea, and all forts of Things proper tor a 
Break aſt. after which they retir'd to reſt. 

The next Day atfer Dinner every Body 
took Leave; Ricardo and Henrich would 
not be deny'd the Honour of waiting on 
my Lord and the young Lady part of their 
Way to London. As they return'd, Ricardo 
told his Son what Diſcourſe he had with 
Lord Marcas the Night before, and remon- 
ſtrated to him the vaſt Advantage ſuch a 
Match would have been to their Family; 
but, to my great Affliction, you are blinded 


by an indiſceet Paſſion for Mrs. Penn, cry'd 


the old Gentleman with Tears in his Eyes, 
and all my Hopes are blaſted. Tis true, 
{ſhe is handiome; but, in my Opinion, not to 
be compared to Miſs: that Child' is a Mi- 
racle of Wit and Spirit; there is an Air of 
Greatneſs in all ſhe ſays and does: beſides, 
there will be no End of her Fortune ; his 
own is large, and there is no Doubt but ſhe 
will have all my Lord's Eſtate. Dear Hen- 
rick conſider, and don't throw your ſelf a- 
way; believe me, if you do, no in leſs than 
half a Year, when you find your Eſtate in- 
volved, and no way to retrieve it, without 
ſelling a part, you'll hate your Wife as the 
Author of your Misfortunes, and wiſh in 
vain, that you had taken my Advice. H- 
rick with a deep Sigh told him he was too 
far engaged to look back ; and begged, as he 
valued his Repoſe, he would never more 
—_— cc.” talk 
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C37) 
talk on that Subject; ſince, if he ſhould now 
break with Mrs. Penn, he ſhould never be 
able to appear in the World, The Father 
comply'd, well-pleaſed to find he had made 
him ſenſible of his Error, and did not de- 
ſpair of gaining his end at laſt : he conclud- 
ed rhe Work half done, for he eaſily percei- 


ved his fickle Son had a ſtrange Propenſity 


to break his Vows. 

However, Mrs. Peun waslreceived with as 
much Reſpeck as ever, and he continued his 
Viſits as frequent, cho” he grew more melan- 
cholly and thoughtful than formerly, which 
confirmed Evadue in her Suſpicion. One 
Morning, as they were ſitting together at 
her, Houle, ſhe was reſolved to bring this 
Affair to a Concluſion without contulting 
Penn. She told Henrich, ſhe was at a loſs to 
gueſs what made them delay the Wedding; 
the thought it had no good Aſpect, the 
Country began to talk of ir, and 1 Dit- 
courſes would cauſe Reflections on the 1 
dy's Honour; and preſſed them earneſtly 
trifle no longer, but fix a Day. Erick r. re- 
ply'd, he did not deſire to defer it a Minute 
longer, and laid with a Smile, the Church is 


in ſighe, Madam, and the Parſon not far oft; 
Let us fend for him, Evadn? joyn n'd with 


him to perſuade Penn, but in vain. She in- 


ſiſted, that it would be very indecent not to 


acquaint Ricardo and Sid via, and would give 
them a juſt Cauſe to be 3 y, in which G- 
pen ſhe * with 0 much Obſtinacy. 
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(33) 
that they were forced to ſubmit, and the 
time was fixed to be that Day Fortnight at 
London, that her Mother and Siſters might 


be preſent. Herrick invited his Father and 


Silters who were cunning enough to ſay no- 
thing againſt it; they all came to Town 
together with as much ſeeming Friendſhip. 


Silvia offered to be Bride-Maid, the W ed- 


ding-Cloaths were come home, and the Eve- 


ning before they agreed that the Bride, with 


her Mother, Siſters, Silvia and Evadne, ſhould 
go to the Doctor's Houſe of a certain great 


Pariſh-Church, by Eight in the Morning; 


and that Hzzrick and his Father ſhould meet 
them there, to prevent a Buſtle being made 
when the time came. Silvia ſent Word ſhe 
had been taken very ill in the Night, and 
begged they would not ſtay for her; but ſhe 
would be there by Dinner-time if ſhe was 
able. The reſt of the Ladies attended the 
Bride, who expected Henrich would be be- 
fore them, it being near nine a-Clock; but 
ihe was diſappointed: he gave them Leave 
to wait till the Canonical Hour of Twelve 
was over, and at laſt neither came, nor ſo 
mach as ſent an Excuſe. Mrs. Peun's Sur- 
prize and Grief was ſo violent, that ſhe was 
forced to be carried home in a Chair; ſhe 
loſt her Senſes for near a Fortnight, the 
Phyſicians deſpaired of her Recovery, all 
the Town pitty*d her, and railed at his 


Baſeneſs. Evadne was indefatigable to find 


out the Cauſe of his ſudden Change, which 


- (39) 
at laſt ſhe did by bribing a Favourite-Ser- 
vant of Ricardo's, who told her, that Hen- 
rick ſet out for Holland by three o' Clock the 
very Morning he was to have been married; 
that Ricardo and Silvia had ſtrong Convulſi- 
ons all the Night before: and that the old 

Man had ſolemnly ſworn he would ſtab him- 
ſelf dead in the Church before his Son's 
Face the Moment the Ceremony was o- 
ver; which terrified :Hezrick ſo much, that 
he ſuffered himſelf to be carried away by two 
Gentlemen, who had Orders not to leave 
him till he arrived in Holland. He look'd, 
continued the Fellow, ſo much concerned, 
that I wept to ſee him; yet he was ſcarce 
out of the Houle before their pretended Ill- 
neſs vaniſhed ; and their Joy knew no 
Bounds : they delighted themſelves to think 
of the poor Lady's Diſappointment ; and 
when they were told what a melancholly 
Condition ſhe was in, ſaid, they hoped the 
Fool would take pet and die. 

How leverely did this innocent Lady ſuf- 
fer for not following the Advice of Evadne? 
The Expence ſhe was at for Wedding- 
Cloaths ſunk deep in her ſmall Fortune; 
when {ſhe recovered it was impoſſible to 
perſuade her to ſee any Company. She re- 
tired to a remote part of the Country, where 
ſhe is ſtill living, but fo drowned in Melan- 
cholly, that ſhe ſeldom ſneaks even to the 
Maid that waits on her: her eldeſt Siſter 
ſoon after married a Gentleman of a good 


Eſtate. 
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Eſtate ; and Evadne, who very juſtly ab- 
horred the wicked Silvia, having loſt by 
this Accident the only Place ſhe had to di- 
vert herſelf at, never left teazing her Hut- 
band, till he brought her to Town, where, 
ten Years after, at an Age, when one would 
have thought ſhe had been paſt charming, 
ihe became the avowed Miſtreſs of a Man, 
too great for me to name: nay, 10 vain was 
ſhe of this Amour, that ſhe took no Pains to 
conceal her Shame, but laugh at ſome 
Friends who took the Liberty to remove 
her; never once attempting to deny or ex- 
cule it: her Husband left her, and took 
his Son with him, whom he enjoyn'd never 
to ſpeak to his Mother on Pain of being di- 
ſinherited. The Daughter ſtay'd with her, 
and if Fame {peaks true: fo exactly fol- 
lowed her Steps, that, as ſoon as ſhe grew 
up to Woman, ſhe riv.lled her in her Lo- 
ver; which mortified her Pride ſo much, 
that all on a ſudden ſhe turned a moſt zealous 
Devotce ,and would feign have been reconci- 
led to her Husband, but he proved inexora- 
ble; nor could he be brought to conſent 
that her Son ſhould viſit her, when ſhe lay 
fo dangerous ill that her Life was deſpair'd 
of, 

Herrick return'd from Holland in a Month, 
but ſo privately, that it was known to 
none but their own Family; he never ſtirr'd 
out, always keeping his Chamber, when any 
Company was wih his Father; he was 

heartily 
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heartily aſhamed of what he had done; and 
yery much concerned for the Grief he had 
cauled Mrs. Pezz, whoſe Sight and juſt Re- 
proaches : he dreaded worſe than Death his 
Siſter was never from him, who took great 
Pains to divert his Chagrin, and make him 
forget his Care, which had at laſt ; the deſi. 
red Effect: for between the Father and ſhe 


they talked him into an Opinion, that what- 


ever the World might ſay, the Diſappoint- 
ment he gave that Lady was the luckieſt 
Adventure of his Lite. It is but ſtaying a 
few Months here, cry'd Ricardo, and then 
you may appear as if you were juſt come to 
England; the Noiſe will be over, and every 

Body of Senſe will approve your Manage- 
ment. Did not my Lord — leave one of 
the Queen's lovely Maids after a more bind- 
ing Engagement than yours to Penn, tho? 
ſhe was a Woman of Fortune and Family ? 
yet you ſee that was no bar to the Mar- 


' riage : the Ladies are all vain in making a 
Conqueſt, and mack ſome extraordinary 
2 


Merit in a Man for whom others ſigh. Leave 
me to excule ic to Lord Marcus, and I'll wars 


rant his Niece will never make any Excep- 
tion on that Account: 'tis an eaſy matter 


to perſuade People into a good Opinion of 
themſelves, we are all too much inclined to 
wink at our own Failings, but that is a Foi- 
ble which ought carefully to be avoided, 
leſt it ſhould bring us in Time to miſtake 
Vice for Virtue : 1 the Effect it had 

On 
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on Henrich, he gloried in the Ruin he had 


ji wrought, and valued himſelf for having ; fe 
3 been able to overcome a paſſion ſo deſtruc- h: 
is tive to his Intereſt, He reſolved for the fu- * 1 
f ture to ſtick at nothing that might any way þ al 
N conduce to his Pleaſure or Grandeur; the = 
bn obtaining Marcus's Niece was all their Aim, = 
Ki. but that could not be attempted prelently : * & 
al Solitude hung very heavy on his hands, it 1 ye 
j - deprived him of the Poſſibility of intriging, S +I 
and forced him to take up with Nay, of ST 1 

whom he was thoroughly tired. Silvia, who mn 

was ſo hardened in Vice, that ſhe thought YJ ha 

nothing a Crime, began to grow wondrous F h 

fond of her Brother. She deſpaired of ever ta 

getting a Husband, ſince not one of their gr 

numerous Viſitants had offered to make 7 Pe 

Love to her; and reſolved at any rate to die ter 


a Maid. She would fit in his Chamber Hours S = 
after he was in Bed, and take Care to be NI 
there again before he was up ina Morning, dit 
ſinging amorous Songs, and ſometimes re=, hei 
peating the Story of Cannace from Ovid. at 
She made no ſcruple to kiſs him, fir on his ge 


108 Knee, threw her Arms round his Neck, and | gal 
5 behave in ſo ſcandalous a Manner that the ten 
5 Servants took Notice. Nan grew uneaſy at try 
1 it, and ridiculed her Lady wherever ſhe rep 
We | went; ſhe charged her with being guilty of F ogj 
1 ſuch ſtrange unnatural Vices, as would ne 
$4 offend a modeſt Ear to repeat: and now, to 


adds the Wench, I believe ſhe wants to cor fou 
rupt her Brother. The Neighbours chid her pol 


i, 
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for talking at ſuch a rate of a Lady who 
had been ſo kind to her; and having never 
heard of ſuch Crimes before, imagin'd 'em 
all Stories of her own raiſing. She proteſted 
that all ſhe ſaid was true, and that her Miſ- 
treſs at thirteen was more vicious and wick- 
ed than all Drury-Lane put together. And 
yet, ſays ſhe, I believe ſhe is (till a Maid; 
but that's for want of asking, and with 
Tears aſſured them, ſhe ſhould have been 

more happy, had ſhe been brought up to 
hard Labour like the reſt of her Siſters than 


ſhe ever could hope to be, for her Lady's fa- 


tal Kindneſs had undone her. This made a 
great Noiſe amongſt the vulgar Country- 
People; and a Farmer's Wife, who was of- 
ten admitted to fit with Si}v/a, could not 
forbear giving her an Account of what her 
Maid reported. Silvia in her Paſhon in- 
dilcreetly called the Wench, and charged 
her with it before the Woman, ſtriking her 
a Blow on the Face, and giving her a great 
deal of opprobrious Language. Naz fired a- 
gain, and averred to her Face, that all and 
ten times more than ſhe had yet ſaid was 
true ; and rudely ſwore, ſhe ſhould dearly 
repent the Blow ſhe had given her, and was 
going out of the Room: but Silvia well 
new if ſhe was not pacify'd what ſhe had 
to expect, ſo roſe and lock?d the Door; and 
found herſelf reduced to the Neceſſity of ex- 
poſing herſelf before the Woman. For the 
ſtubborn Huſſy would not be reconciled * 
1 a 


( 44) 

all ſhe could fay and do, till ſhe threw in a 
Gown and Petticoat ; and that purchafed a 
Peace: Vice is generally its own Puniſh- 
ment, This Woman, in the midſt of Gran- 
deur, was not only forced to wink at the 
Whoredoms of a Wretch ſhe had raiſed 
from the Dunghill, but lived in continual 
Fear of her, not daring to contradict her in 
any thing, becauſe ſhe had entruſted her. I 
can't help ſaying, with Mr. Dryden, 


Happy the Innocent, whoſe equal Thoughts 


Are free from Anguiſh, as they are from Faults. : 


But, to return to Rzcardo, he began to think 
it time for his Son: to appear; and conclud- 
ed it would be proper for him to go to Lon- 
don himſelf, in order to ſound Lord Marcus's 
Inclination with relation to the Match, for 
which he was very eager. They agreed 
that he ſhould ſet out the next Day, and 
 Henwrick in three Days after to follow, pre- 
tending to be juſt come from Holland; but 
Silvia grew inwardly uneaſy at the Thoughts 
of this Match: ſhe now doated on him to 


ſuch a Degree, that ſhe could not fear he 


ſhould marry at all. When Ricardo was 
gone, ſhe ſighed continually, would not be 
perſuaded to eat any thing; and when her 
Brother preſſed to know the Cauſe of her 
Grief, {he begged he would enquire no far- 


ther; told him it was incurable, it would 


certainly Kill her; and that Death now was 


4 w.c. mad ti do} mw dS ond 8ﬀc \8*v- #4 _898LOLLd5> wed ha . a tooÞ _ w--£ _ EC: 4 ©$2>_4 96+: 4a... 40M nd end Wa ft 5 foo © kan toon trans 


C45) 

her only Wiſh. He was ſurprized to hear 
her talk in ſuch a Manner, and would not 
leave her till he got the Secret; he aſſured 
her, there ſhould be nothing wanting in his 
Power to reſtore her Peace, and ſaid ſo ma- 
ny Things, that at Length ſhe told him, 
though ſhe was truly ſenſible that his Mar- 
riage with the Niece of Marcas was of the 
greateſt Advantage to himſelf and all the 
Family, yet 1t would be fatal ro her. This 
young Lady, ſays ſhe, will ingroſs all your 
Heart; it is but juſt that ſhe ſhould: her 
Merit ought to ſilence my Complaint, Pity 
my Folly, continued ſhe, my dear Brother, 
I ſhall not live long to trouble you. Herrick 
reply'd, it was madneſs that had ſeized her, 
ſhe deſerved no Pity ; he had left Mrs. 
Penn, and firſt conſented to this Match at 
her earneſt Deſire ;- nor would he now be fo 
blind to his own Intereſt, as to quit his 
Pretenſions for her Whims: beſides, he beg- 
ged her to conlider, that Lord Marcus was 
not of a Temper to be trifled with; ſhould 
the leaſt Affront be offered to his Niece ei- 
ther now or after the Marriage, he would 
take a terrible Revenge, and never be ſatis- 
fied till he had the Blood of the Offender : fo 
he adviſed her to compole herſelf, and make 
it her Study to oblige that young Lady as it 
was her Duty to do; ſince he ſhould by this 
Match be enabled to make a large Additi- 
on to her Fortune, clear the Eſtate, and in 
all Probability be one of the happieſt Men 
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(46) 
in the Kingdom: ſo, without ſtaying for 
her Anſwer, he left the Room, and prepa- 


red for his Journey immediately. 


This ſevere Uſage, which ſhe little expec- 
ted from him, threw her into ſo great an 


Agony, that it ſtopped her Voice; ſhe ſwel- 


led prodigiouſly, and turn'd black in the 


Face; her Maids, who came running in at 


the Noiſe of her Groans, thought ſhe was 


poiſoned. The Apothecary was ſent for, 


and in about three Hours time ſhe was 
brought to herſelf : when every Body but 


Nan had quitted the Room, ſhe was weak 


enough to impart the Cauſe of her Sorrow 
to that Wench, without once reflecting how 
lately ſhe had betray'd her. The Girl took 
the Liberty to blame her Indiſcretion ; and 
uſed many Arguments to perſuade her to 
comply with her Brother's Requeſt, telling 
her, ſhe might now make Choice! of any 
Gentleman in the Country for a Husband, 
her Fortune would deſerve it, and it would 


be better to be Miſtreſs of a Family of her 


own; than live in the Houſe with a Bro- 
ther's Wife; who, it ſhe was not miſtaken, 
though ſhe was but a Child, would expect 
as much Homage as a Queen; and would 
not be treated like the meek Charina. Silvia 
reſolved to take her Advice, and look out 
for a Husband, well-knowing by his Beha- 
viour, that if ſhe perſiſted in her Obſtinacy, 
ihe ſhould loſe the Love of both Father and 
Brother. Nan made it her Rudy to divert 
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her, that ſhe might recover her, Health, and 
be in good humour to receive her young 
Siſter-1n-Law , witely conſidering, if ſne 
was once married off, it was not impoſſible 
but the new Lady might be prevailed on to 
take her into Favour, and give her ſome 

Place about her Perſon ; by which means 
ſhe ſhould have an Opportunity toconverſe 
with Herrick as before, and not be ſuſpec- 
ted. | 

While every one was conſulting their 
own Intereſt here, the Match was in great 
Forwardneſs at London: my Lord was but 
juſt returned from his Country-ſeat, and 
had heard nothing of Mrs. Penn's Story. 
Ricardo's Intreaties prevailed, and Miſs was 
asked how ſhe liked Henrich? the Child an- 
ſwered, {ſhe had no Inclinations, but to obey 
her Uncle in every thing; ſo it was con- 
cluded that Miſs, with her Governeſs, a 
Gentlewoman of good Senſe and great Pie- 
ty, and four Servants more, ſhould go down 
with Ricardo, and ſtay there, in order to 
grow acquainted with Herrick ; which they 
hoped would create an Affection, while my 
Lord examined into the Eſtate, and pre- 
pared the Settlements ; the Lady's Fortune 
was Twenty thouſand Pounds per Annum, 
with a firm Aſſurance of all my Lord's Eſtate 
at his Death ; but all, except the Money, in- 
tailed on herſelf and her Children, with a 
Power of Diſpoſal as ſhe pleaſed, in caſe ſhe 
had no Male-Iſſue. Orders were ſent down, 
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(48) 
and great Preparation made for her Recep- 
tion; Ricardo was, without Deceit, ſo ex- 


ceedingly fond of her, that he could not be 


ealy when ſhe was out of his Sight, and 
Henrick very elate on his Succeſs ; but an 


Accident happened the Morning they were 


to begin their Journey, which had like to 
have ſpoiled all. 8 
An ancient Man tolerably dreſſed came to 


the Door, while they were at Breakfaſt, and 


enquired for Henrick. the Porter anſwered 
he was buſy, and defired he would ſend in 
in his Meſſage; but the Man faid, it was of 
the utmoſt Conſequence, and could be deli- 
vered to „ himſelf. Miſs laugh'd 
and told him, it was a Love-Letter which 
obliged him to ſend for the Perſon in to pre- 
vent Suſpicions. Little imagining iro 

what Quarter he came, the Man preſentec 
him with a ſmall Shagreen-Box, and a Let- 
ter, he no ſooner ſaw the Hand, but he 
turned pale as Death, and fell into ſuch a 
Fit of Trembling, that he was not able for 
a conſiderable time to break the Seal; which 


put the whole Company into a Co nſterna- 


tion, and made my Lord very deſirous to 


know the Cauſe: however, recovering him- 


ſelf as well as he could, he went to the Win- 


dow, and read it. The Contents were as 


follows: 
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„ Am pleaſed to find your ambitious 
1 Wiſhes in ſo fair a way to be crowned 
3 _. with Succeſs; I loved you, ungrateful Hen- 
rick ! with a fincere and tender Paſſion: 
you, in return, have entailed upon me 
Deſpair and Sorrow for Lite; yet I will 
not expoſtulate any longer, leſt it ſhould 
awaken your Conſcience, and give you 
Pain: I heartily forgive you, and am ve- 
ry ſenſible that your Father and Siſter were 
the original Authors of your Crime; and 
beg, as you value your own Peace, and 
that of the Lady you are going to marry, 
you would never let that wicked Woman 
ſtay one Night in the ſame Houle with 
you : I have, by the Bearer, returned the 
Jewels you preſented me with; the ſight 
of them gives me Pain, nor are they of a- 
ny Ule, fince I ſhall never more appear in 
the World. I leave London this Day, and 
had done ſo much ſooner, only I waited 
for this favourable Opportunity, that you 
may be ever happy, is the ſiiicere wiſh 
of wretched 
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P. S. You may be aſ- 

jured this is the laſt 
Trouble you ſhall 
ever receive from 
me, 
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(50) 

If he was ſurpriz'd before, he was ten 
times more ſo now; he retired without 
ſpeaking a Word into another Room to 
write an Anſwer, while the Father, who 
gueſſed what was the Matter, endeavoured 
to encuſe it, by ſaying he knew by the 
Hand that it came from his Son Garcia, 
who had certainly ſent out of ſpite, becauſe 
ſhe was ſenſible that a Letter from her 
would diſturb Herrick for a whole Day. 
My Lord caſily believed it, well knowing 
there had been great Diſturbances in the 
Family about her ; which they had, you 
may be ſure, ſet off to their own Advantage: 
fo, for fear it {hould add to the Uneaſineſs, 
he charged his Niece not to banter him, 
nor ſay one word about it. In the mean 
time Henrich diſpatched the Meſſenger, but 
would not touch the Jewels. Ricardo went 
to him under pretence of talking him out of 
the Spleen, but in Reality to tell him the 
Excuſe he had made, for fear they ſhould be 
catched in different Stories: he found him ſo 
drowned in Thought, that he ſnatched the 
Letter from off the Table, and threw it in 
the Fire, before Henrici had Power to pre- 
vent it. Is this a time, ſays the old Man in 
a Paſſion, to ſet muſing on a worthleſs 
Flirt? Your mad Behaviour had like, to have 


- Svined all, if I had not wiſely laid the blame 


on Charina : however, I hope you took the 
Jewels; they will ſerve your Silter, I fee 
the Foo! ſent them. Henrict whole Eyes 

| ſpark- 


9 
ſparkled with Anger, was going to reply, 
when word was brought that the Coaches 
were at the Door, and the Lord waited. 
This put a ſtop to the Diſcourſe, and oblig'd 
Henrich to appear in good Humour, 

The young Lady's Governeſs, who had 
an Averſion to this Match, had found 
means to talk with the Man who brought 
the Letter, while he waited for an Anſwer, 
and ſo pumped him out of the whole Se— 
cret : this confirmed her in the Reſolution 
ſhe had taken, if poſſible, to prevent it, 
though ſhe thought it not proper to ſay any 
thing to my Lord at preſent; not doubting 
but ſhe ſhould, when they came into the 
Country, meet with an Opportunity to 
blow it up at once. Marcus and Ricardo 
went in the Chariot, and Henrich, the young 
Lady, her Governeſs, and Woman in the 
Coach; they were met by Silvia, and a 
great many Gentlemen and Ladies on Horſe- 
back ſeveral Miles from the Houſe : when 
they came nearer, Ricardo's Tenants of both 
Sexes came out to expreſs their Joy, who all 
were invited to à ſplendid Entertainment 
prepared on purpoſe. 

My Lord ſtay'd but two Days, and then 
returned to Town to get the Deeds, and e- 
very thing elſe ready: though all imag ina- 
ble Pains was taken to pleaſe and divert her, 
yet Miſs grew unealy at the great Concourſe: 
of Company which was always there; ſhe 
complained of it to her Governeſs, and faid, 
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ſhe would neyer conſent to be married, if 
ſhe muſt live in continual Noite and Hurry; 
ſhe liked the old Gentleman very well, and 
found no fault with Henrick: but the bold 
audacious Carriage of Silvia gave her great 
Offence. Her Governeſs adviſed her to ap- 
pear eaſy, and make ſtrict Obſervation on 
every thing that paſſed, that ſhe might be 
ahle to give her Uncle an exact Account of 
every thing; adding, it was much better to 
tell him her Mind without reſerve, than 
repent when it was toe late. Her Gover- 


neſs had contracted an Acquaintance with a 


Gentleman in the Neighbourhood, a Man 
of good Senſe and Honour: his Father had 
left the Eſtate much entangled with Debt, 
and Siſters Fortunes, which made him very 
reſerved and inclined to Melancholly; he 


was concerned to think that a young Lady 


of ſo much Wit and Merit ſhould be made 
miſerable by ſuch a worthleſs Pack : to pre- 
yent which, he frankly told the old Gentle- 
woman the Hiſtory of . the Family, ſuch 
Scenes of Iniquity, as they are too ſhocking 


to repeat, tho? ſhe did not think fit to ac- 


quaint her Lady with them, but waited im- 
patiently my Lord's Return. 


The Houſe was very large, and though 


it was upwards of Two hundred Years old, 


a beautiful Stone- building: Miſs took great 
delight in viewing the Family-pieces, of 
which there were many valuable ones; ſhe 


generally ſpent two or three Hours in a Day 


C023 

in admiring the various Dreſſes which eve- 
ry Age produced: the Furniture was rich, 
and though moſt of it had ſtood for ſeveral 
Generations, was ſtill unfaded: *tis. true, 
the Chairs were kept in Covers, and lon 
Camblet - Curtains, which trailed on the 
Ground, drew all round the Beds, One Day, 
as this young Lady came from her con- 
ſtant Amuſement, ſhe went by Accident in- 
to a lower Apartment which looked into a 
Back-Garden; it was what they called the 
. beſt Bed-Chamber : but, as it was ſeldom, 
if ever lain in, few People came 1nto it be- 
ſides the Maids to clean it; here ſhe fat 
down, pleaſed to think, if they ſent to look 
for her, no-body would imagine ſhe was 
there; but, in leſs than a Quarter of an 
Hour, ſhe heard a Noiſe of Feet drawing 
near the Door: in hopes to miſs their ſearch, 
ſhe got between the Feet-Curtains ; and, 
being very little, it was impoſſible to ſee: 
her, ſhe ſoon found, by the Voices, it was 
Herrick and his Siſter; who coming to the 
Bed fat down on the Side: ſhe heard Silvia 
with many Tears reproach her Brother with 
Unkindneſs, to neglect her for a Bratt; and 
vouched, though ſhe would do nothing to 
hinder the Marriage, yet ſhe would poibon 
the Chit in leſs than a Month aiter it was 
over. Henrick ſometimes chid, and ſome- 
times ſmoothed her; he told her, it was 
wrong in her to hate the Child, who was 
too young to take Notice of any ing 
; a a ns on 
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(54). 
You are miſtaken, reply*d ſhe, the Girl is as 
cunning and as proud as the Devil: I hope 
you deſign to turn off that old Woman and 
the reſt of her Attendants quickly, or elle 
we {hall have fine Doings, fays ihe. He 
anſwered, it would not be convenient to do 
it too ſoon, for fear of diſobliging my Lord. 
This enraged her more, ſhe ſtamped and 
{wore, tho? ſhe was forced to have Patience 


for the preſent, ſhe would quickly give em 


all reaſon to rue the Day they ever entered 


the Houſe, This fine Dialogue made poor 


Miſs with herſelf ſafe out of that Place; for 
the apprehended ſhe ſhould be inſtantly mur- 
thered, if they found her: while ſhe ſtood 
trembling, the Scene changed, and Silvia 
grew wondrous loving, ſhe pulled Henrich 
down on the Bed, kiſſed him, and ſaid, and 
did ſuch indecent Things, as ſcared the Girl 


ten times worſe than before. He reſiſted her 
Careſſes, and throwing her from him, went 


out of the Room; ſhe followed, but could 


not overtake him; which, when ſhe found, 


the returned again: and to eaſe the Fondneſs 
of her Heart, fell into a Solilique half an 
Hour long. By this Folly ſhe diſcovered her 
moſt hidden Secrets, none of which were 
forgot by Miſs : when ſhe was pretty well 
tired, the went away, and locked the Door 
after her. 'There was no getting out that 
Way; however, the Child reſolved to ven- 
ture any thing rather than be found there: 
10, Opening the Window, ſhe jump'd _ 
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and got ſafe into the Garden: as ſhe was 
running croſs the Walks ſhe met her Go- 


verneſs and the Gentleman I mentioned be- 
fore, to whom ſhe related all ſhe had heard, 


and told them, {ſhe would never enter the 
Houſe again. ＋ hey retired linto an Arbour 
to conſult what was beſt to be done: ſuch a 
haſty Departure was thought impracticable, 
there were ſo many Eyes about; and to ſtay 
another Night, Miſs would by no means 


hear on. At laſt, the Gentleman, to pacity 
her, promiſed, if ſhe would go in with her 
Governeſs, and appear in pood Humour, 


that they might have no Suſpicion, he would 
take Horle immediately, and go to Mr. 
Worthy, a Gentleman of Fortune, who lived 
but ſix Miles off, and tell him the Story; 
who ſhould come in his Coach, and under 
pretence of inviting Miſs and her Governeſs 


to ſup with his Mother, carry them directly 


to London. This ſhe agreed to, provided her 
Governeſs did not go out of her fieht till he 
came. 

They found S:lvi2 at Cards with a great 
deal of Company: Miſs was deſired to play, 
but ſhe exculed herielf ; and fitting down in 
the Window, waited 'impatiently for the 
ſight of the Coach Henrich took Notice of 
her being out of Temper; ſhe anſwered, it 
Was natural to her; and, if he diſliked it, 


he had beſt look out for 2 Wite without 


Faults ; tor ſhe had many, and never in- 
tended to mend, This drew a ſly Speech 
from Silvia, on whom {he retorted very 


ſmart- 
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(56) 
ſmartly. In ſhort, ſhe ſaid ſo many ill-natu- 
red Things, that Ricardo grew very unealy : 
at laſt, to her great Joy, Mr. Worthy's Coach 
ſtop'd at the Door; who, after the firſt Ce- 
remonies were over, addreſſing. himfelf to 
the young Lady ; he told her, his Mother 
had ſent him on purpoſe to beg the Favour 
of her Company at Supper, and deſire ſhe 
woulk bring her Governeſs with her. She 
ordered her Hood and Fan to be brought, 
and laid, ſhe would go that very Moment 
with him. This alarmed Ricardo, who 
mildly told her. As her Uncle had intruſted 
her to his Care, he thought it by no means 
proper to let her go any where, unleſs ſhe 
permitted {ome of his Family to attend her. 
To which her Goverrieſs anſwered, That my 
Lord had left Miſs to her Management from 


herInfancy ; and never diſputed where ſhe 
went, provided ſhe was with her; and ſhe 


muſt take the Liberty to ſay, that no body 
elſe ſhould. Upon which Ricardo roſe up, and 


ſaid, no-body ſhould dare to take her out of 
his Houle for a Moment. Mats laughed, 


and told him, he was a fit Perſon to educate. 
young Ladies, of which his Daughter was a 
ſtanding Teſtimony ; And that, it he preten- 
ded to ſtop her, {he would raiſe the whole 
Country about his Ears. Mr. Worthy begged 
her to have patient; and aſſured her if he had 
her Conſent, he would carry her fafe out of 
the Houle, and all her Servants, ſince Ri- 
cardo was ſo indilcreet to make a Diſpute, 


This created high Words between Henricł 


and 
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and Mr. Wortiy; the Company interpoſed, 


TED 
Miſs, with a ſtern Countenance, bid him 
reflect on what had happened to-day be- 


twixt Silvia and he; and, unleis he had a 
mind to have 1t repeated openly, take Care 


to make no Words; for ſhe never deſigned 


to leap the Garden-Window again: ſo gi- 


ving her Hand to Mr. Worthy, and ordering 


her Servants to follow, he led her to the 
Coach, and they drove off, leaving all the 
Family in a ſtrange Conſternation. Ricardo 
ſaid he thought it abſolutely neceſſary to ſet 
out for London immediately, and give Lord 
Marcus an Account; for he apprehended ſhe 
was a-going to be married to Mr. Worthy, 
without his Conſent, and deſired his Son to 
prepair to go with him: but Henricł too 
well knew the Cauſe ot her Anger, and faid 
he was under ſo much Concern that he 
ſhould never be able to perform the Journey, 
and begged his Father to excuſe him: ſo 
Ricardo with only one Servant began his 
Journey. The Company took Leave, and 
Henrich ordering all the Servants out of the 
Room, loaded Silvia with Reproaches. 
Thoughtleſs, inſatiable Monſter, ſays ſhe, 
born to be the Curſe and Ruin of all thy Fa- 
mily; what Crime can be named that thou 
haſt not been guilty of? Miſchief is th 
Delight, before thou art eighteen, thou art 


the chief Agent of Hell; there is Contagion 


in every thing thou doſt; thou haſt in one 
curſt Moment blaſted all my blooming 
"0 Hopes 


1 ( 58 ) 
Hopes of Happineſs, and: I deſerve it, Fool 
that I was, not to be warned by the ſad 
Example of my Brother, get out of my 
fight, or I ſhall be provoked to murther 
thee. As ſhe was about to anſwer he took 
her by the Hair, and threw her out ot the 
Room, charging her never more to come in 
his Sight. Ln 

The young Lady got to London ſome 
Hours before Ricardo, tho? he had made 
great Expedition; and gave her Uncle an Ac- 
count of all that had paſſed, which Mr. Wor- 
thy ſeconded with a true Character of the 
whole Family ; not omitting the Story of 
Mrs. Penn and Charina, My Lord was ex- 
ceedingly ſurprized, and ſaid the World 
was a continued Scene of Art ifice and Guilt; 
it was almoſt impoſſible to know who were 
really good, the Number were ſo ſmall: he 


expreſſed the moſt grateful Acknowledgment 


to Mr. Worthy for the Care' he had taken of 
his Niece, and expreſsly entreated him to 
ſtay with them ſome Days. As they were at 
Supper a Servant brought word that Ricardo 
was below, and deſired to ſpeak with my 
Lord, Miſs begged he might be brought up, 
but Marcus ſaid he did not care to ſhock the 
old Man before Company; ſo went down to 
him. Ricardo told his Tale, and concluded, 
with proteſting he had done his utmoſt en- 


deavour to oblige the young Lady, and was 


not able to gueſs at the Cauſe of her going 
away, My Lord reply'd, he was —_— 
| 1 What 
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what he ſaid was true; and it grieved him 
to wound a Parent's Ears with the Repetition 
of his Childrens Guilt ; but he found himſelf 
obliged to do it, that his Niece's Conduct 
in this Affair might be juſtified ; ſo related to 
him all that the Child had heard and teen 
paſs between Herrick and Silvia, And now, 
„ Sir, fays my Lord, you can no longer won- 
| der, nor take it ill, that I give over all 
Thoughts of the intended Match, and never 
more converſe with you, or any of your Fa- 
mily: Ricardo ſtood like a Wretch I hunder- 
ſtruck, and my Lord left him, without ſtay- 
ing for an Anſwer. When he recovered from 
the Surprize this Diſcovery had put him in, 
he conſidered it was beſt tor him to return 
home, without making any farther Attempt 
to ſpeak to Marcus, ſince it was impoſſible 
to hope for a Reconcilialion; nor did he e- 
ver recover the deep Afflict ion this Diſap- 
pointment, and the horrid Wickedneſs of 
Silvia gave him, though he lingered on a 
4 Life of Sorrow for near four Years longer. 
| Miſs married in about a Year without my 
| Lord's Conſent, a young Baronet of a plen- 
tiful Eſtate, famous for his Beauty and ex- 
travagent Wildneſs ; however, he was ſo in- 
finitely fond of her, that he grew afrerwards 
as remarkable for Sobriety, good Senſe, and 
Indulgence to his Wife, as he had been be- 
fore for his Follies: but alas! it was too late, 
his Conſtitution was ruined, and he dy'd 
before Three and twenty, leaving his Lady 
4142 a 
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a Widow at ſixteen. Her Uncle had not 


been reconciled to them a Week, when, 
through a fatal Quarrel, he loſt his Life in 
the Thirty-ſixth Year of his Age. Theſe 
Misfortunes affected her ſo much, that ſhe 
retired from Town, and refuſed to receive 
the Viſits ot her neareſt Friends. 

Ricardo's. Family lived in a continued 
State of Uneaſineſs, no body would ſuffer a 
Siſter or Daughter to marry Henrich while 
Silvia was in the Houſe; and her Character 
was ſo far loſt, that, though Care was ta- 
ken to give it out publickly, that her Bro- 
ther would add Five thouſand Pounds to 
the Fifteen hundred he had ſettled on her 
before, yet no Addreſſes were made. The 
Father propoſed her to ſeveral, but all found 
ſome Excuſes to decline the Honour he in- 
tended them, till at laſt Herrick, tho? with 
much Difficulty perſuaded a young Gentle- 
man in the Neighbourhood, who had not 
Five hundred a Year, and five Siſters to 
Portion out of it, to accept the Offer, and 
publickly profeſs himſelf Svia's Admirer. 
The Siſters, who all lived at home with 
him, mortally hated her; but their whole 
Dependance being upon him, they durſt ſay 
nothing; ſo as ſoon as Decency would per- 


mit, the Day was ſet, Writings drawn up, 
and Preparations made for this extraordina- 


ry Wedding: but our Lover, who had 
but an ill Stomack to it, ſtay'd in London 
under pretence of buying Cloths ſo long, 

that 
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that he put them all into a terrible Fright; 
for the Company were got together, the 
Bride dreſſed, and waiting: nay, the Clock 
ſtruck Ten before he thought fit to appear; 
and when he did come, he was ſo much flut- 
tered he could ſcarce ſpeak plain. She re- 
proved him for his Delay; but he, inſtead 
of making an Excuſe, told her, if ſhe was 
angry, he knew the way back again: how- 
ever, this was paſſed by, and married they 
were, the Fortune paid, and open Houſe 
kept for a Fortnight together. The Bride 
grew ſo fond that every Body took Notice 

of it; but the Bridegroom continued as ſur- 
ly as at firſt, no good preſage of future 
Happineſs, when the Rejoicings were over 
he carried his Lady home ; and, as a Token 
of his Complaiſance, the very next Day de- 
fired ſhe would diſmiſs her Maids ; tor his 
Houſe ſhould not be polluted with ſuch 
Trumpery : beſides, he {aid two Maids were 
as much as his Eſtate would allow to wait 
upon her and all his Sitters. She begged 
and cry'd, but to no purpoſe ; he obliged 
her to do it, telling her, that ſhe mult con- 
ſider the vaſt Difference there was between 
his Fortune, and her Brothers,which he well 
knew ſhe had damaged very much by her In- 
diſcretion and Extravagance ; that he was 
reſolved not to ruin himſelf, and beggar his 
Siſters for the Pride and Folly of a Wite ; 
but, if ſhe pleaſed to {tay at home, and not 
crow'd his Houſe with Viſitors, W 
ave 
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have herſeſf in a frugal prudent Manner, 
the ſhould find him an indulgent Husband, 
who would deny her nothing within 'the 
Bounds of his Circumſtances. This did not 
fatisfy her, it was hard to fit down to three 
Diſhes of Meat, ſhe had been always uſe 

to a dozen at leaſt, Tho? his Siſters made it 
their Buſineſs to pleaſe and divert her, they 
were no Company; ſhe wanted to gad a- 
broad: but he wilely took Care that ſhe 


ſhould walk if ſhe would go; for he locked 


the Coach up, and the Horſes were employ- 
ed at Plough and Cart, except on Sundays, 
when the Family went to Church- This 
Uſage was not to be borne; ſhe wrote a long 
Letter full of Complaints to her Father and 
Brother, who both came over to examine in- 
to the Matter: but, hearing the Husband's 
Story, they thought fit to deſire ſhe would 
no more trouble them, but obey her Hus- 


band, and fatisfy herſelf with the State of 


Life ſhe was placed in. But, to make her 
ealy, and that all the Servants about her 
might not be Strangers, her Brother offered 
to part with his Houſe-keeper to her; a 
Woman of Senſe, and an extraordinary Ma- 


nager. To this the Husband readily agreed, 


and the Lady, finding no Encouragement 
from them, by that good Woman's Advice, 
grew by Degrees better ſatisfied, and beha- 
ved tolerably well. The firſt Year ſhe 


brought a Son, to the univerſal Joy of all 


the Family: but the Death of Ricardo, which 
hap⸗ 
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4 happened ſhortly after, ſoon turned it to 
Sorrow. Silvia found the Effects, of the loſs 
[ very heavily, for Henrichs Kindneſs decli- 
ned, and he viſited her but ſeldom, tho? the 
Husband was often with him: he began to 
think ſeriouſly of ſettling himſelf ; and, as be 
was freed from all Incumbrances, he did not 
doubt but he might marry a Lady, whofe 
Fortune would clear the Eſtate ; the Orphan 
Daughter ot the late Lord ——, whole on- 
ly Brother being lately dead, and left her 
Heireſs to a plentitul Eſtate, and Ten thou- 
ſand Pounds in Money. This Lady was his 
Aim, ſhe was near Thirty, a virtuous, pru- 
dent, agreeable Woman, but far from a 
Beauty : however, ſhe was Miſtreſs of all the 
Qualifications that could be deſired in a good 
Wite; ſhe had long been acquainted in che 
Family, and knew all their Failings ; ſo that, 
if ſhe thought fit to have him, there would 
be nog Danger of Reproaches afterwards. 
The Careleſſneſs and Extravagance of Ser- 
vants brought an intolerable Expence; he re- 
ſolved to bear it no longer, ſo waited on 
Lamira the very next Day, and with an ho- 
neſt plainneis diſcover*d to her his Intention 
he laid before her the true State of his Affairs, 
- begged ſhe would be ſo good to conſider eve- 
ry thing, and favour him with an Anſwer : 
he told her he thought Form and Ceremony 
were uſeleſs Things between People who 
propoſed. to paſs their Lives together; that 
his only Deſire was to have all Things fix'd 
5 on 
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on a Baſis that might tend to their mu- 
tual Happineſs, The Lady reply*d with as 
much Franckneſs, that ſhe had no Excepti- 
ons to make either to his Perſon or Fortune; 


he had indeed ſurprized her a little with a 
Propoſal ſo unexpected; that there were ma- 


ny Preliminaries to be ſettled, which requi- 
red time to adjuſt ; and in particular, ſays 
ſhe, I ſhall expect that their Siſter's Maid 


Nan be for ever baniſhed the Houſe: I 


would not have her expoſed to want, I am 
content you ſhould ſettle twenty Pounds a 


Year on her for Life, with a Proviſo, that it 


be forfeited the firſt time ſhe either ſpeaks 
or writes to you, or comes where you are. I 
{ſhall always treat your Siſter with ReſpeCt 
and Love, but will never ſuffer her to lye one 
Night in the ſame Houſe with me, or inter- 
meddle in my Affairs; and will have the 
Settlement made in ſuch a Manner, that af- 


ter our Marriage it ſhall not be in your Pow-. 


er to make her Children great at the Ex- 


pence of me and mine. ſo whatever you 


are diſpoſed to give to her and her Son, let 
it be done before-hand, that it may create 
no Diſputes betwixt us hereafter. You are 
{ſenſible I have too much Reaſon for theſe 
Cautions; yet I am willing to believe you 
will never give me Occaſion to repeat them 
any more. Heuric told her with a Smile, 
if theſe were all the Objections ſhe had to 
make, he thought her Demands ſo reaſona- 
ble, that he was ready to comply a; 

| | & 
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ſhe pleaſed; that the Settlement ſhould be 
drawn in whatever manner ſhe thoughr fir 
by her own Lawyer; only begged Leave to 
remind her, thar a long Delay would be con- 
trary to both their Intereſt, becauie it would 
protract the time, and oblige him to pay an- 
other Year's Intereſt to the Mortgagees In 
ſhort, they agreed that the Wedding ſhould 
be private, an entire new ſet of Servants ca- 
ken of her chooſing, the extravagant man- 
ner of Houſe-keeping retrenched; and as to 
what ſhe mentioned relating to his Siſter and 
her Son, he aſſured her he never intended to 
give either of them a Farthing more, ſhe 
having already had Five thouſand Pounds of 
him at her Marriage; and the Boy, in caſe 
he ſhould be ſo unhappy to die without Chil- 
dren, being entitled to the Eight hundred a 
Year which his Father had left: fo her Law-. 
yer was immediately ſent for, and deſired tg 
get the Deeds ready in ten Days. Thus hap- 
pily for both of them was the Match made 
up at once, without any Body's Knowlege; 
{he was not long providing Servants, which, 
as ſoon as {he acquainted him that they were 
all ready to come, he cleared his Houſe the 

flame Day. This cauſed a general Conſter- 
nation, eſpecially to Van, who little expec- 
ted ſuch a Change: ſhe made a doleful La- 
mentation, but he ſoon quieted her, by ſay- 
ing it was in her own Choice, whether ſhe 
would ſtarve, or have Twenty "_ a 
| 3 95 car 
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two or three times a Week: Mr. Worthy 
had done him many Services, and lent him 
conſiderable Sums of Money; yet his un- 


grateful Wife retained an inward Spite to 
the poor Gentleman, though ſhe was for- 


ced to conceal it: the very ſight of him 
gave her Pain, ſhe knew that he was in 
Love with the young Widow, though there 
had been lately a great Coldneſs between 
them, Worthy's only Fault was Pride, and 


my Lord's Niece expected the moſt humble 


Submiſſions, and an entire Obedience to 
her leaſt Commands. it was no Wonder 
that two People ſo much of a Temper 
ſhould diſagree ; for ſhe was haughty even 
to Inſolence: Silvia hated the Lady as hear- 
tily as ſhe did for the old Affair of the Bed- 
Chamber ; and would often let fall an ill- 
natured Specch againſt her before Worthy, 
who never failed to retort, the Husband al- 
ways reprimanded her for it, but to nopur- 


poſe. It is reported, that whenever he 


drank too freely he was ſeized with a Fit 
of Madneſs that he was ſenſible of, which 
made him very cautious, and beg her, if ſhe 
 tound him inclined to do ſo, that ſhe would 
take Care to have him put to Bed, *Tis ne- 
ceſſary to promiſe this, becauſe it will givea 
true Light into the original Caule of the 
fatal Accident which ſoon after enſued. 


Oa the Birth-Day of their Son, S/lvia's 


Husband invited ſome Company to an En- 
| 15 cbs tertain 
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tertainment, and Mr. Worthy in particular; 
Henrich and his Lady were at London, which 
prevented their being of the Number; the 

Day was ſpent in Mirth, and after Supper, 
the Gentleman fat down to take what they 
call a hearty Bottle. Slvia, contrary to the 
Rules of Decency, ſtaid with them till very _ 

late, tho? her Siſters- in-Law were all retir'd 
to their own Apartments: ſhe ſaw that her 
Husband had drank o much, and began to 
grow out of Humour; but, inſtead of get- 
ting him to Bed, ſhe encouraged his drink- 
ing; and when ſhe found him work'd up to 
a Pitch, ſhe began to banter Worthy about 
the Widow, and talk of her. in very diſre- 
ſpectſul Terms. Mr. Worthy often deſired 
her to be quiet; but ſhe ſtill perſiſted, till 
at laſt ſhe ſaid ſomething that provoked him 
ſo violently, that he called her baſe Strum- 
pet, and reaped up as many of her Faults be- 
fore the whole Company, the Husbadd, 
drunk as he was laughed, and told her ſhe 
deſerved it; ſhe had brought it all upon her- 
ſelf, ſhe, in return, called him mean-ſpirit- 
ed Coward to let a Villain live that had a- 
buſed her; and when ſhe found ſhe could 
not prevail with him to reſent it, ſhe flung 
out of the Room like a Fury; no farther 
Notice was taken, only the Husband ſaid, he 
was glad they were rid of her at any rate. 
In a little while a Maid came in, and deſir'd 
her Maſter to come, for her Lady was _ 
I 15 _ 
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Year paid Quarterly, on the before-men- 
tioned Conditions She would fain ha ve 


obtained Leave to board near Silvias; but 


he told her, ſhe mult not come within thir- 
ty Miles of his Houle, nor delay her Journey 
longer than three Days; however, it ſhe had 
a Mind to ir, ſhe might go and take her laſt 
Leave of Silvia : ſo giving her twenty Gui- 


neas before-hand, he ditmiſſed her with the 


reſt, and the new-Servants came the ſame 


Evening. 


Man ſoon carried theſe heavy Tidings to 
Silvia, who could not gueſs at the Meaning, 


tho? ſhe was ſure they pretended no good to 


er; yet they had ſtill{ſome hope that if ſhe 


wrote a very moving Letter to him, it might 


ſhake his Reſolution: but no Anſwer com- 
ing confirmed their Fears, and the three 
Days being expired, Nan with a heavy 
Heart was forced to begin her Journey. The 
next Week Silvia prevailed with her Hus- 
band to pay Herrick a Viſit, and if poſſible, 
to ſearch out this Myſtery : but he needed 
not 'to take much Pains, for the Wedding 
was over, and Lamira brought home the 
Night before, who received him very civil- 
ly, and invited his Spouſe and he to Dinner 
the next Day; but the News gave Silvia 10 
much Affliction, that ſhe was in no Conditi- 
on to wait on her Siſter- in- Law. She reflec- 
ted how ill ſhe had formerly ufed that 
Lady; and judging of every Body by rs 
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ſelf, expected nothing but Revenge: how- 

ever, her Husband and his Siſters went, 

and made an Excule for her, by ſaying, ſhe 

was extreamly ill. Henrick and his Lady 

well knew the Cauſe, though they took no 

Notice: but all Things were ſoon made ea- 

| ſy by the good nature of Lamira, who was 

| continually doing her Acts of Kindneſs, and 

| making them pretty Preſents. She was re- 

| ligious and charitable without Affectation, 
and of a Temper ſo ſweet and eaſy; that ſhe 

quickly brought Henrick to deteſt his for- 

mer Follies, and make an excellent Hus- 

band. He retrieved his long loſt Character, 

and was generally eſteemed ; the Fondneſs 

he had for his Wife made him delight to 
ſtay at home; and ſhe, without ſeeming to 

deſire it, brought him to love Reading, 

and ſpend much of his time in uſeful Studies 

Things he formerly hated; ſo her conſtant 

Attendance on Divine Service at their Pa- 

riſh-Church inſtilled in his kind a true Senſe 

of Religion; no Couple were ever hap. 
ier. 5 

. But Silvia, whoſe whole Life had been 

once continued Scene of Miſchief, was, in half 

a Year after this Marriage, the wretched 

Author of a much greater than any ſhe had 

yet been guilty of: Mr. Worthy and Hen- 

rick were reconciled, about the Buſineſs of 
Marcus's Niece, and Silvia's Husband, and 
he ſo intimate, that they viſited one another 


K 2 two 


F RD 
WM; and he accordingly went with her: 
ſoon after a Note was ſlipt into Mr, Worthy's 
Hand, which he found means to read, with- 
out being obſerved by the Company : ſhe 
roſe from Table, and went out as if to the 
Yard ; but, as they were talking very eager- 
ly, they heard a cry of Murther, and ſaw 
the Servants running into the Garden, whi- 
ther they followed, and found Mr. Worthy 
mortally wounded ; who ſaid, the vile B--ch 
has at laſt obtained what ſhe has ſo long de- 
fired ; ſhe has been the Cauſe of my Death; 
and ruined her unhappy Husband whom 1 
heartily forgive and pity, A Surgeon was 
immediately ſent for, but the Servants ha- 
ving five Miles to ride before they could get 
.one, he bleed to Death ; notwithſtanding 
every Body uſed the beſt means they could 


think of to ſtop the Blood : he expired juſt 


as the Surgeon entered the Houſe, who was 
of Opinion, that the Wound was not of it- 
ſelf mortal, if help could have been procur'd 


in time. Silvia, when ſhe ſaw the fad Ef- 


feats of her Wickedneſs, fell into ſtrong Con- 
vulſions ; her Husband tore the Hair from 
his Head, curſed her bitterly, and told all 
the Standers by, that ſhe knowing he was 
out of his Senſes when drunk, had ſent for 
him out, and told him twenty Lies, till ſhe 
had made him ſend the Note to his dear 
Friend, which cauſed the Murther. When 
he had ſaid this he ſtood ſilent a little, _ 

than 
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then haſtily ſnatching a Caſe-knife from the 
Table, attempted to ſtab himſelf to the 
Heart, but was prevented, which threw 
him into a raving Fit; ſome of his Friends 
laid hold of that Opportunity, and tying his 
Arms to prevent farther Miſchief, carried 
him away in a Coach and ſix Horſes, to 
prevent his ly ing in Priſon till the time of 
his Tryal. Silvia remained for three Days 
without any viſible Appearance of Senſe. 
The Friends of Mr. Worthy were ſent for, 
Coroner ſat, and brought in their Verdict, 
willtul Murder. This fatal News ſoon reach- 
ed the Ears of. Henrick and Lamira, who 
made all the haſte imaginable to come to 
her, and brought with them three Phyſici- 
ans: never was a more melancholly Sight, 
Henrick embraced the dead Body of his 
Friend, and fell into the moſt dreadful Ex- 
clamation againſt his Siſter: Accurſt Wretch, 
ſays he, born to bring Ruin, Death, and Sor- 
row, not only to her own. Family, but to 
all who have ever been ſo unfortunate as to 
| know her; let her die! it is a Crime un- 
pardonable but to endeavour to ſave her Life. 
This Lady came to perſuade him to remove 
from the ſad Object, and tell him that Sil- 
via had recovered her Senſes, and with a 
Flood of Tears begged to ſee him. For your 
Sake, my dear Lamira, reply'd he, I will go 
from hence; I know my Sorrow avails no- 
thing, but do nor ask me a thing I wall ne- 
| — 
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ver grant, and the only one, I ſhall ever de- 


ny you; I mean, to ſee that execrable Mon- 
ſter, that's a ſcandal to my Blood, and Dil- 
traction of her Husband and Family. La- 
mira pleaded all ſhe could in her behalt, told 
him the Violence of her Grief and Sincerity 
of her Repentance. Can her Repentance and 


Sorrow, ſays he, reſtore Life to my depart- 


ed Friend ? If it could, you might with 
ſome reaſon talk to me; I will inſtantly go 
to her afflicted Husband, I will do all I can 
to fave his Lite; becauſe I kuow he was not 
in his Senſes, and puſhed on in that unlucky 
Interim by her, to do this horrid Act; Tam 
certain he will never forgive himſelf for it: 
but, if you ever more name her to me, I 
Jhall think you a Partaker in her Guilt; Ha- 
ving ſaid this, he took his laſt Adieu of the 
Remains of poor Mr, Worthy, and led her to 


the Coach; but ſhe prevailed on him to let 


her ſtay with Silvia, till he returned from 
her Husband: fo they parted, and Lamira 
had her removed to London, in hopes to pro- 
cure more able Advice; but 1t proved to ve- 
ry little purpoſe, for ſhe continued in great 
Agonies of Deſpair ; alas! a wounded Soul 
15 not to be cured by the greateſt Artiſt, as 
ſhe too late experienced. 

The Aſſizes coming on, her Husband at- 
tended by her Brother, and a great Number 
of his Friends, ſurrendered, in order to take 
his Tryal ; his Behaviour, and deep Sor- 
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5. 
row, drew pity from all that faw it. He told 
the Court, he deſired to die, for the cruel 
Murther of his dear Friend ; and it was 
with 3 Difficulty that he was prevailed 
on to plead Not guilty : but, it appearing b 
the Evidence chat there could be 22 Malice 
in him, whatever there was. in his Wife, 
the Jury brought in a Verdict Manſlaug hier. 
The Foreman being ask'd by a Gentleman 
how he could anſwer ir to his Conſcience ? 
reply*d, that Mr. Worthy's Friends ought to 
have indicted Silvia; who, without Diſ- 
guiſe, deſerved to die: but he thought it 
impoſſible for any twelve honeſt Men in the 
Kingdom to caſt her Husband. 
Silvia languiſhed on above a Year lon- 
ger; Lamira ſeldom left her, and took Care 
to have her attended by the beſt Divines, 
to whom ſhe expreſſed an unfeigned Sorrow 
for the many Ills ſhe had done; ard dy'd, 
1a their Opinion, ſincerely penitent. Her 
Husband has never ſince recovered his Sen- 


ſes patiently; but his Grief has taken a ve- 


4 


ry wrong bent: for, rather than be alone, 
or ſuffer himſelf to be left to the mortifſying 
Pangs of Reflection, he devotes himſelf en- 
tirely to drinking, and ill Women; and 
neglects his Affairs ſo much, that, had not 
Henrict taken home their only Son, he muſt 
before this time have been reduced to the 
aſt Degrees of Want and Miſery. 


L "Theſe 


| 1 | 
=: Theſe are the fad Effects of a ITY E- 
ducation; few young Ladies had a fairer 
proſpect of Happinet than. Silvia: ſhe had 
no- body to accule ; herſelf only blaſted the 
beauteous Scene: Eovy, like a Canker, con- 
tumed her Peace, and the malignant Effects 
extended to all who were ſo unhappy to be 
acquainted with her. Envy was the original 
Cauſe of all her other Vices. Let her Ex- 
ample warn the Fair, and young, and 
tcach the too indulgent Parents carefully 
to watch the different Turns of Temper in 
their rende x Ofpring: x 
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